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With every ending, a new beginning 
BY JESSICA DAUES 
Friday marks a new chapter in the lives of 
members of the Class of 2009. 
Many graduates will leave Washington 
University to start new careers in medicine, law 
or business; others will pursue further educa- 
tion in a chosen field. Still others will serve 
humanity through teaching or volunteering, 
and some will seek to simply find their place in 
the world. 
Whatever the pursuit, all can leave knowing 
they — whether through service, scholarship or 
simply a friendly embrace — have left a lasting 
mark on the University community. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton will confer 
degrees at the 148th Commencement ceremo- 
ny, which begins at 8:30 a.m. Friday, May 15, in 
Brookings Quadrangle. The 2,642 candidates 
will receive 2,765 degrees, of which 1,422 are 
undergraduate and 1,343 are graduate and 
professional. 
There are 568 doctoral candidates, compris- 
ing 99 for the doctor of philosophy degree from 
the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, 274 for 
the juris doctoris degree from the School of 
Law, one for the juris scientiae doctoris from 
the School of Law and 194 for degrees from the 
School of Medicine. 
In the event of rain, Commencement still 
will take place in the Quad. If the weather turns 
violent, the ceremony for undergraduates will 
be moved to the Athletic Complex, and gradu- 
ate and professional degrees will be bestowed at 
each respective school's Commencement recep- 
tion (see listing on page 4). 
Streaming video of the ceremony will be 
broadcast online at commencement.wustl.edu 
and available at any computer with Internet 
access and QuickTime, which can be down- 
loaded at the Commencement Web site. 
The Web cast also can be viewed in 
Room 110 of January Hall and in Rooms 100 
(wheelchair accessible) and 118 of Brown Hall. 
Wendy Kopp, chief executive officer and 
founder of Teach For America, will deliver the 
Commencement address. 
Twenty years ago, Kopp proposed, in her 
Princeton University undergraduate thesis, the 
creation of Teach For America — the national 
corps of outstanding college graduates who 
commit to teach for at least two years in some 
of the country's highest-need schools and be- 
come lifelong leaders in pursuit of educational 
excellence and equity. 
As a 21-year-old, Kopp raised $2.5 million 
of start-up funding, hired a skeleton staff and 
launched a grass roots recruitment campaign. 
During Teach For Americas first year in 1990, 
500 men and women, selected from 2,500 ap- 
plicants, began teaching in six low-income 
communities across the country. 
Since then, more than 20,000 individuals 
have participated in Teach For America, im- 
pacting the lives of approximately 3 million 
students. Teach For America has provided more 
teachers for low-income communities than any 
other organization. 
Teach For America's 14,000 alumni also are 
working to expand educational opportunity 
and to address the underlying causes of educa- 
tional inequity from a variety of sectors. A 
significant number of alumni hold leadership 
roles in education — as veteran teachers, prin- 
cipals, district leaders and even superintendents 
— in high-need regions across the country. 
In 1994, Time magazine recognized Kopp as 
one of the 40 most promising leaders under, 40; 
in 2006, U.S. News & World Report named her 
one of America's best leaders; and, in 2008, 
Time named her one of the worlds 100 most 
influential leaders. 
She holds a bachelors degree from Prince- 
ton, where she participated in the undergradu- 
ate program of the Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs. 
Also at Commencement, honorary degrees 
See Commencement, Page 11 
Washington University will send out into the world 2,642 new graduates receiv- 
ing 2,765 degrees following Commencement Friday, May 15. Ceremonies begin 
at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quadrangle. 
More inside 
Commencement events calendar. 
Page 4 
Gallery of Graduates: Profiles of 12 
outstanding WUSTL students. 
Pages 5-10 
Other Commencement speakers. 
Page 11 
Personal growth will be focus of Ross' speech 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Each student participating in 
Commencement has accomplished 
much and grown significantly during his 
or her time on campus. 
David A. Ross, president of the senior 
class, hopes to help students focus on just 
how far they've come when he delivers 
the student speech at the 148th 
Commencement in Brookings 
Quadrangle. 
"We have all been blessed with a great 
educational experience," Ross said. "I 
think we all need to consider how we can 
share that knowledge with others, no 
matter what profession we may choose. 
As we leave this institution, we have a 
great opportunity to use what we've 
learned here to positively impact other 
people." 
The Miami native majored in 
healthcare management and finance 
with a minor in biology. He plans to 
attend medical school in the fall and is 
choosing among several schools. 
His interest in medicine led him to 
volunteer at several different organiza- 
tions during his time at the University, 
including the student-run South 
St. Louis Diabetes Research Project and 
at Kids Place, which offers nutrition and 
See Ross, Page 2 Ross 
Obama names Schaal to science advisory council 
President Barack Obama has 
appointed Barbara A. Schaal, 
Ph.D., the Mary-Dell Chilton 
Distinguished Professor of biology 
in Arts & Sciences and vice presi- 
dent of the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS), to the Presidents 
Council of Advisors on Science 
and Technology (PCAST). 
PCAST is an advisory group of 
20 of the nation's leading scientists 
and engineers who will advise the 
president and vice president and 
formulate policy in the many areas 
where understanding of science, 
technology and innovation is key 
to strengthening the nation's econ- 
omy and forming policy that 
works for the American people. 
Obama announced the PCAST 
members during remarks April 27 
at the National Academy of 
Sciences in Washington, D.C. 
Obama is only the fourth president 
in modern times to address the 
annual meeting of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 
"This council represents leaders 
from many scientific disciplines 
who will bring a diversity of expe- 
rience and 
views," Obama 
said during the 
meeting, which 
Schaal attend- 





gies to nurture 
and sustain a       Schaal 
culture of 
scientific innovation." 
PCAST will be co-chaired by 
John Holdren, Ph.D., assistant to 
the president for science and 
technology and director of the 
White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy; Eric Lander, 
Ph.D., director of the Broad 
Institute of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Harvard 
University and one of the princi- 
pal leaders of the Human Genome 
Project; and Harold Varmus, M.D., 
president and CEO of Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, 
former head of the National 
Institutes of Health and a Nobel 
laureate. 
"Professor Schaal has long been 
regarded as one of the top plant 
biologists in the United States," 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton said. 
"As we have benefited from her 
leadership here at Washington 
University, our nation will be 
stronger because of her contribu- 
tions to this important presiden- 
tial advisory committee," he said. 
See Schaal, Page 2 
Non-drug therapies reduce 
depression in bypass patients 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
School of Medicine researchers 
have found that non-drug 
therapies improve depression in 
heart patients following coronary 
bypass surgery. Both cognitive 
behavior therapy and supportive 
stress management are more 
effective at reducing depression 
symptoms than the type of care 
normally provided by cardiolo- 
gists and primary-care physi- 
cians during recovery from 
bypass surgery. 
For more than two decades, 
these researchers have been 
studying depression as a risk 
factor for heart attack and death 
in patients with heart disease. In 
this study, the first to look at 
treating depression in heart 
bypass patients, they learned 
that about one in five experience 
an episode of major depression 
following coronary artery by- 
pass surgery and at least that 
many develop milder forms. 
That's bad news not only 
because patients feel bad but 
also because depression near the 
time of surgery is a known 
predictor of postoperative com- 
plications, longer recovery 
times, decreased quality of life 
and increased rates of future 
cardiac events and even death. 
"Very little is known about 
how to treat depression in these 
See Therapies, Page 2 
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2009-10 OVATIONS season 
announced by Edison 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Theater is challenging, educa- 
tional and inspiring. It is also, 
lest we forget, fun. 
For its 2009-10 season, Edison 
Theatre will present more than a 
dozen events by nationally and 
internationally renowned per- 
forming artists. 
Shows range from provocative 
dance and multimedia rock opera 
to funk-infused klezmer (or is that 
klezmer-infused funk?) and 
whimsical twists on literary 
classics. 
The Edison Theatre 
OVATIONS Series opens Sept. 25 
and 26 with David Dorfman 
Dance in "underground," which 
takes a subversive look at 1960s 
activism. 
Dorfman (BSBA '77) has 
emerged as one the most celebrat- 
ed choreographers of his genera- 
tion, acclaimed for his exuberant 
and "delightfully oddball" style. 
The series continues Oct. 2 and 
3 with the theatrical power-pop 
trio GrooveLily in "Sleeping 
Beauty Wakes," their latest col- 
laboration with Tony Award- 
winning librettist Rachel Sheinkin. 
The story — a witty musical 
theater take on the timeless 
Grimms fairy tale — finds Beauty, 
awakening after a 900-year sleep, 
ensconced in a 21st-century sleep- 
disorder clinic, far from the land 
of far, far away. 
Next up, on Nov. 14 and 15, is 
the rock opera dance piece 
"Remember Me," a recent 
collaboration between New York's 
acclaimed Parsons Dance Com- 
pany and East Village Opera 
Company. 
Olivier Award- and Tony 
Award-winning actor Roger Rees, 
a 22-year veteran of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, stops by 
Nov. 20 with "What You Will," a 
one-man show combining 
William Shakespeare's greatest 
soliloquies with side-splitting 
accounts of the funniest disasters 
ever perpetrated on the stage. 
The spring semester begins 
with the return of ScrapArts- 
Music Jan. 23. 
Fusing world and pop sensi- 
bilities, this high-energy "action 
percussion" ensemble employs 
kinetic, one-of-a-kind instru- 
ments built from recycled and 
salvaged materials such as sewage 
pipe and artillery shells. 
Aquila Theatre Company, the 
foremost producer of touring 
classical theater in the United 
States, takes the stage with 
Shakespeare's "As You Like It" 
Feb. 12 and Henrik Ibsen's thrill- 
ing "Enemy of the People" Feb. 13. 
Next up, on Feb. 19 and 20, is 
the trailblazing PHILADANCO, a 
modern dance company rooted in 
African-American traditions. The 
troupe is followed Feb. 27 by 
Abraham Inc., an all-star ensem- 
ble fusing funk, jazz, hip-hop and 
klezmer, which is led by virtuoso 
clarinetist David Krakauer, trom- 
' bonist Fred Wesley and "beat 
architect" Josh Dolgin, also known 
as rapper Socalled. 
Trailblazing company PHILADANCO brings its modern dance forms to Edison Feb. 19 and 20,2010. 
The OVATIONS season con- 
cludes March 26 with the 
Grammy-nominated Tiempo 
Libre, known for their incendi- 
ary, joyful performances of tibma, 
an irresistible mix of high-voltage 
Latin jazz and seductive rhythms. 
Meanwhile, the popular ova- 
tions for young people series, 
which offers specially priced 
Saturday matinees for audiences 
of all ages, opens Jan. 16 with the 
eclectic clown, juggler, balancing 
artist and poet Jamie Adkins, 
whose "Circus Incognitus" trans- 
forms everyday objects into 
outrageous circus routines. 
The series continues Jan. 23 
Ross 
- from Page 1 
mentoring for at-risk children at 
no cost to families. 
Fluent in Spanish, Ross also 
volunteered with La Clinica, a 
St. Louis health center that strives 
to improve the quality of life for 
the diverse communities it serves 
by providing high-quality and 
accessible health care. 
Ross checked in patients, 
screened for symptoms and 
served as translator for patients 
and physicians. 
"Over David's four years, he 
has been a most responsive and 
responsible student leader," said 
Jill Carnaghi, Ph.D., associate vice 
chancellor for students and dean 
of campus life. "David has the 
ability to listen to his peers and 
work with class officers and vari- 
ous University entities to 
successfully plan and implement 
diverse programs and events 
that have brought members of 
the 2009 class together." 
Ross has been president of 
the class each of his four years. 
During his senior year, he has 
focused much of his time on 
programming aimed at helping 
seniors transition to life after 
college. 
"We partnered with the 
young alumni group for mixers 
and presentations on how to live 
life outside the University," Ross 
said. "We also hosted a personal 
financial seminar." 
When he isn't studying, 
helping with student govern- 
ment or volunteering, Ross 
enjoys running and painting and 
plays on WUSTL's club roller 
hockey team. 
He also co-owned and ran 
the South 40 video store for two 
years. "We worked on a good 
business plan and really turned 
the store around," he said. 
"When we took it over they were 
still renting VHS tapes. We 
transitioned to DVDs and had 
good success." 
He passed the store on to 
another student after his sopho- 
more year. 
A member of the Beta Theta 
Pi fraternity and Order of 
Omega National Greek Hono- 
rary, Ross participated in the 
Mr. Wash U competition during 
his freshman year, helping to 
raise funds for City Faces, a local 
nonprofit art program for at-risk 
children. 
Ross said he has had an excel- 
lent experience at the University. 
"I've absolutely loved my time 
here," he said. "The premed 
classes have been challenging, 
but I've enjoyed every one. I've 
especially liked the healthcare 
management rnajor. The faculty 
and staff here have been incred- 
ibly helpful." 
Schaal 
- from Page 1 
"I am grateful for her willing- 
ness to serve her country during a 
time when our elected officials are 
making critical science and tech- 
nology policy decisions," Wrigh- 
ton said. 
"I'm very much looking for- 
ward to working with the com- 
mittee and to addressing some of 
the challenges such as energy and 
environment that currently con- 
front the United States," said 
Schaal, who also holds a joint 
position as professor of genetics at 
the School of Medicine. 
Obama's PCAST includes three 
Nobel laureates, two university 
presidents, four MacArthur Prize 
Fellows and 14 individuals who 
are elected members of one or 
more of the National Academy of 
Sciences, National Academy of 
Engineering, Institute of Medicine 
and American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences. 
It is a balanced team with 
members from all across the 
country, representing an array of 
fields and professional activities 
in science and technology. 
Many of the objectives of the 
Obama administration — in the 
fields of energy, education, health, 
climate change, environment and 
security and the economy — can 
be met only with a strong nation- 
al effort in science and 
technology. 
Other than the assistant to the 
president for science and technol- 
ogy, members of PCAST are not 
regular employees of the govern- 
ment. They are presidential ap- 
pointees and are not compensated 
for their service to the executive 
office of the president. 
Schaal was elected the first 
woman vice president of NAS in 
2005 and recently won re-election 
to the post. Schaal, who served as 
chair of the Department of 
Biology from 1993-97, is known 
for applying molecular genetic 
techniques to the study of plant 
evolution. 
Her research investigates the 
evolutionary process within plant 
populations using a variety of 
techniques from field observa- 
tions to quantitative genetics and 
molecular biology. 
Schaal has studied hosts of 
plant species ranging from oak 
trees to Mead's milkweed, a 
Midwestern prairie plant. 
Her recent work includes 
collaborating with students and 
peers to research the evolution- 
ary genetics of plants in hopes of 
enriching crops such as rice, the 
most widely used crop globally. 
Born in Berlin, Germany, 
Schaal grew up in Chicago. She 
attended the University of Illinois 
at Chicago and graduated in 1969 
with honors in biology. She 
earned a master's degree in 1971 
and a doctorate in 1974, both 
from Yale University. 
Before joining WUSTL in 
1980, she taught at the University 
of Houston and Ohio State Uni- 
versity. 
In 1999, she was elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences, 
an honor that recognized her 
research investigating the evolu- 
tionary process within plant 
populations. 
She currently chairs the 
National Research Council's 
(NRC) Division of Earth and Life 
Studies and is on the NRC's 
Governing Board. 
with ScrapArtsMusic and Feb. 20 
with PHILADANCO in "Rosa," a 
tribute to civil rights activist Rosa 
Parks. 
The ovations for young people 
series concludes May 8 with 
CORBIAN Visual Arts and 
Dance in "Darwin," a unique 
theatrical experience that employs 
electroluminescent wire to create 
crayon-like characters and crea- 
tures in a heart-warming tale of a 
young dinosaur who discovers the 
true meaning of love. 
Tickets to OVATIONS events 
are $20 for students and children; 
$28 for seniors, faculty and staff; 
and $32 for the public. 
Subscriptions are available at 
the basic level (three, four or five 
events at $28 per ticket) and at the 
premiere level (six or more events 
at $24 per ticket). 
The ovations for young people 
events are $10; subscriptions are 
available at $6 per ticket. 
For more information or to 
order tickets, call the Edison 
Theatre Box Office at 935-6543 or 
e-mail Edison@wustl.edu. 
Therapies 
- from Page 1 
patients and whether improving 
depression symptoms also may 
improve their medical prognosis," 
said Kenneth E. Freedland, Ph.D., 
professor of psychiatry and first 
author of the study published in 
the April issue of the Archives of 
General Psychiatry. 
"We weren't concerned in this 
particular study with whether 
treatment would improve medical 
outcomes. We just wanted to see 
whether we could improve de- 
pression in these patients," he 
said. 
Because heart patients take a 
variety of drugs — and because 
both cognitive behavior therapy 
and supportive stress manage- 
ment help relieve depression in 
patients who don't have heart 
disease — Freedland's team tested 
non-drug therapies. 
Freedland's team followed 123 
heart bypass surgery patients with 
depression. Of those, 40 were 
assigned to receive usual care as 
determined by their cardiologist 
or primary-care doctor; that is, 
their physicians made decisions 
about whether to prescribe anti- 
depressants, and study investiga- 
tors simply followed those pa- 
tients to see how they did. 
The other two study groups 
received treatment with non-drug 
therapies for depression that were 
provided by study investigators. 
One group of 42 subjects got 12 
weeks of supportive stress man- 
agement, in which a social worker 
or psychologist counseled them 
about improving their ability to 
cope with stressful life events. 
The remaining 41 patients 
received 12 weeks of cognitive 
behavior therapy — weekly, hour- 
long sessions with a psychologist 
or social worker identifying prob- 
lems and developing cognitive 
and behavioral techniques to 
overcome them. The researchers 
assessed symptoms of depression 
in all three groups at the begin- 
ning of the study and again after 
three, six and nine months. 
At three months, 71 percent of 
patients who received cognitive 
behavior therapy and 57 percent 
in the supportive stress-manage- 
ment group had experienced 
"Very little is 
known about how 
to treat depression 




may improve their 
medical prognosis." 
KENNETH E. FREEDLAND 
remission of their depression, 
compared with only 33 percent of 
those in the usual-care group. By 
nine months, 73 percent of those 
who got cognitive behavior thera- 
py, 57 percent of the supportive 
stress-management and 35 per- 
cent of the usual-care groups had 
experienced remission. 
"The people in the cognitive- 
therapy group got much better 
and tended not to relapse," 
Freedland said. "There also was 
improvement in the supportive 
stress management group, just 
not as much. But people with 
major depression who got usual 
care did not do well. Some sort of 
depression management is 
necessary." 
But that doesn't necessarily 
mean antidepressant drugs. In 
this study, many of those enrolled 
were taking antidepressants. 
Whether a study subject was on 
antidepressant therapy was up to 
them and to their physician, but 
the drugs seemed to have little 
effect on whether they remained 
depressed. 
"An antidepressant drug by 
itself didn't seem to be enough," 
Freedland said. "We found that 
about half of the patients already 
were getting an antidepressant, 
and yet they were still depressed. 
Whatever the drug might have 
been doing for them, it wasn't 
doing enough." 
Freedland said it's not possible 
yet to say whether either cogni- 
tive therapy or supportive stress 
management improves long-term 
cardiac outcomes in depressed, 
bypass surgery patients. But he 
said it is clear that both improve 
symptoms of depression. 
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School of Medicine Update 
Some mice don't get obese, but develop gallstones 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
Obesity and gallstones often 
go hand in hand, but not in 
mice developed at the 
School of Medicine. 
Even when these mice eat 
high-fat diets, they don't get fat, 
but they do develop gallstones. 
Researchers say the findings offer 
clues about genetic factors related 
to gallstones and that better un- 
derstanding of those factors may 
one day allow physicians to moni- 
tor people at risk and even per- 
haps to intervene before gall- 
stones can become a serious 
problem. 
Learning more about suscepti- 
bility to gallstones is an important 
public-health issue, particularly 
in the United States. Between 16 
million and 22 million Americans 
have gallstones, which are depos- 
its of cholesterol or calcium salts 
that form in the gallbladder or in 
Boyer named Loeb Professor 
in Orthopaedic Surgery 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
Martin I. Boyer, M.D., has been 
named the Carol B. and Jer- 
ome T. Loeb Professor in Ortho- 
paedic Surgery. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton 
and Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., execu- 
tive vice chancellor for medical 
affairs and dean of the School of 
Medicine, announced the 
appointment. 
"We thank Carol Loeb for es- 
tablishing this new professorship 
in orthopedic surgery," Wrighton 
said. "Having now established two 
endowed professorships and a 
teaching fellows program, the Loeb 
family's generous commitment to 
excellence in training and educa- 
tion has significantly aided many 
people, not only 









is chief of the 
Washington 
University 
Orthopedics Hand and Wrist 
Service and director of third- and 
fourth-year medical school educa- 
tion in musculoskeletal surgery 
and medicine. 
"This professorship recognizes 
Martin Boyer for his extraordinary 
skills as a physician and teacher," 
Shapiro said. "The creation of 
endowments remains vital to the 
School of Medicines ability to 
recruit and retain faculty members 
like Dr. Boyer who provide excep- 
tional clinical care to our patients 
and exceptional educational expe- 
riences for our students." 
Richard H. Gelberman, M.D., 
the Fred C. Reynolds Professor 
and head of the Department of 
Orthopaedic Surgery, recruited 
Boyer 
Boyer to WUSTL in 1997. 
"Martin Boyer is a 'triple threat' 
in our department," Gelberman 
said. "He is an outstanding physi- 
cian, investigator and teacher and 
is nationally and internationally 
renowned as a specialist in hand 
surgery. Washington University 
and Barnes-Jewish Hospital are 
fortunate to have him here." 
"I am grateful to be chosen for 
this honor and thankful for the 
important role that endowments 
from the Loebs have played in my 
career at Washington University," 
Boyer said. "I believe this recogni- 
tion helps boost the entire Depart- 
ment of Orthopaedic Surgery. We 
are fortunate to have many out- 
standing scientists and physicians, 
and I am proud to be associated 
with such talented colleagues." 
Carol Loeb earned a bachelor's 
degree in mathematics and French 
from Mount Holyoke College. She 
became a mathematics teacher and 
tutor and served on the Member's 
Board of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. The Loebs also established 
the Loeb Prize for Excellence in 
Teaching Science and Mathematics 
at the St. Louis Science Center, 
where Carol Loeb is serving her 
second term on the board of 
trustees. 
Jerome Loeb, former chairman 
of the May Department Stores Co., 
joined the company's Famous-Barr 
division in 1964 and held several 
positions both at the corporate 
office and at Hecht's, based in 
Washington, D.C. In 1981, he was 
named executive vice president 
and CFO for the company, was 
elected to the board of directors in 
1984, was promoted to president in 
1993 and was named chairman in 
1998. He retired in 2001 and died 
in 2004. 
Jerome Loeb earned a bach- 
elor's degree in mathematics and 
physics from Tufts University and 
a master's degree in mathematics 
from WUSTL in 1964. 
Small device for high blood pressure evaluated 
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS 
School of Medicine research- 
ers are evaluating whether an 
investigational device can help 
patients with hard-to-treat high 
blood pressure keep their blood 
pressure in check. 
Similar to a pacemaker, the 
iPod-sized device is implanted 
in the chest with wires that carry 
electrical signals to nerve recep- 
tors along the carotid arteries in 
the neck. The signals activate 
the body's natural pressure- 
lowering mechanisms. 
"The device is designed to 
fool the brain into thinking a 
person's blood pressure is much 
higher than it really is," said 
Marcos Rothstein, M.D., profes- 
sor of medicine and lead investi- 
gator of a U.S. study evaluating 
the device. "The brain, as the 
body's central command center, 
responds by slowing the heart 
rate, relaxing the blood vessels 
and filtering more salt and 
water from the kidneys — all of 
which lower blood pressure." 
In March, Rothstein pre- 
sented data from a small multi- 
center trial of the device. Three 
years after it was implanted, 38 
people with uncontrollable high 
blood pressure had reduced 
their systolic blood pressure 
(top number) by an average of 
31 points and diastolic pressure 
(bottom number) by 21 points. 
Rothstein, now leading a 
larger study, is seeking to enroll 
300 U.S. patients, including 25 
in St. Louis. The device is ex- 
perimental and its maker, CVRx 
Inc., plan to submit data from 
the larger trial for U.S. approval. 
For more information, con- 
tact Lisa Murphy at lmurphy@ 
dom.wustl.edu or 747-3601. 
the bile ducts. In many cases, 
people require surgery, and more 
than half a million undergo op- 
erations to treat gallstones and 
remove the gallbladder each year. 
"Gallstones form when choles- 
terol is secreted in bile from the 
liver at high concentrations, and 
that typically happens in patients 
who are obese, who have diabetes, 
take estrogens or who have lost a 
lot of weight very rapidly," said 
senior investigator Nicholas 
O. Davidson, M.D., professor of 
medicine and of developmental 
biology. "Since these mice don't 
become obese, we thought they 
might be protected against gall- 
stones. But we found that they 
were dramatically more suscep- 
tible." 
The researchers studied a 
strain of mice without a substance 
called liver fatty acid binding 
protein (L-fabp). Davidson's 
group compared those genetically 
engineered mice to their healthy, 
normal littermates. Both groups 
of mice ate either a standard chow 
diet or a more typical "Western" 
diet that provided about 20 per- 





weeks on the 
experimental 
diet, only one 




six of the eight mice without 
L-fabp had gallstones. Davidson's 
team reported the findings in the 
May issue of the Journal of Lipid 
Research. 
Davidson said in addition to 
risk factors such as diabetes and 
obesity, these experiments show 
that genetics play a role in gall- 
stone risk. The L-fabp gene, 
which both mice and humans 
have, may be a key to understand- 
ing how genes can predispose to 
Davidson 
cholesterol gallstone formation. 
"The L-fabp gene is located in 
a part of the mouse genome that 
appears likely to be involved in 
genetic susceptibility to gall- 
stones," Davidson said. "We be- 
lieve it also may be involved in 
gallstone susceptibility in 
humans." 
Although minimally invasive 
gallbladder surgery has made 
gallstone problems much less 
serious than in the past, some- 
times the symptoms can be severe 
and dramatic, Davidson said. 
"Patients can develop acute 
pancreatitis or ascending cholan- 
gitis, which occurs when gall- 
stones obstruct the pancreatic or 
bile duct and become infected," 
he said. "Even without those 
problems, gallstones can cause 
severe, recurrent abdominal pain 
in a very large number of people. 
So better understanding who is 
susceptible and learning how to 
safely intervene could be very 
important for people at risk." 
New partnerships Aaron Hamvas, M.D. (right), the James P. Keating, M.D., Professor of 
Pediatrics and director of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) at St. Louis Children's Hospital, 
discusses the levels of care provided in the NICU to a group of neonatologists from China and to 
Heather Haeberle (third from left), nurse manager of the NICU. The May 7 visit to the Division of 
Newborn Medicine and the NICU was part of a collaborative research and clinical exchange that 
Hamvas is developing with Fudan University in Shanghai. About 15 physicians came from China 
for the visit, which included presentations, discussions about research and a lab tour. 
Hallahan to head radiation oncology department 
BY GWEN ERICSON 
Dennis E. Hallahan, M.D., has been chosen to head 
the Department of Radiation Oncology at the 
School of Medicine. 
Hallahan will be named the first Elizabeth H. and 
James S. McDonnell III Distinguished Professor in 
Medicine and will serve on the senior leadership 
committee of the Siteman Cancer Center. 
The appointment was announced by Larry 
J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor 
for medical affairs and dean of the School 
of Medicine, and was effective May 1. 
"Dennis Hallahan is highly regarded for 
his expertise and innovative research on 
improving the safety and effectiveness of 
radiation for cancer treatment, and we are 
very fortunate to be able to welcome this 
top-notch scientist, physician and adminis- 
trator to the University," Shapiro said. "I am 
confident that under his leadership, the 
Department of Radiation Oncology will 
continue as a source of the best possible patient care, 
superb training and education, groundbreaking sci- 
entific investigation and translation of new discover- 
ies into meaningful clinical advances." 
Hallahan comes to the University from Vanderbilt 
University, where he was the Ingram Professor of 
Cancer Research and chairman of the Department of 
Radiation Oncology. 
Hallahan will occupy a newly endowed chair 
named for James S. McDonnell III and his wife, 
Elizabeth. McDonnell was a director of McDonnell 
Douglas Corp. until its merger with the Boeing Co. in 
1997. McDonnell was a vice president of the corpora- 
Hallahan 
tion from 1973 until his retirement in January 1991. 
As head of the Department of Radiation 
Oncology, Hallahan succeeds interim head Jeff 
M. Michalski, M.D., who has held the position since 
April 2008. 
The radiation oncology department, one of the 
largest in the country, is recognized as a national 
leader in the development and clinical implementa- 
tion of major technical breakthroughs in radiation 
treatments for cancer patients. Recently, the depart- 
ment expanded its cancer biology, medical 
physics and clinical divisions and created a 
new division in bioinformatics and outcomes 
research. 
Hallahan earned a medical degree from 
Rush University in Chicago in 1984. He 
completed a residency and internship in 
internal medicine at the University of 
Chicago, where he also completed a resi- 
dency in radiation oncology and a post- 
doctoral research project in radiation and 
cellular oncology. 
In 1990, Hallahan joined the faculty of the Cancer 
Center at the University of Chicago. In 1998, he 
moved to Vanderbilt University as head of the radia- 
tion oncology department. He was a radiation on- 
cologist at Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Nashville Veterans Administration Hospital, Nash- 
ville General Hospital and other Nashville-area medi- 
cal facilities. 
Hallahan conducts research to identify new mo- 
lecular targets for cancer therapy and to develop 
drugs that improve cancer response to radiation 
therapy while minimizing the effect on normal 
tissues. 
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University Events 
Commencement tradition Master's and doctoral 
students get the honor of "hooding" each other after the 
conferral of their degrees. The colors of the hoods represent 
the schools from which the graduates earned degrees. 
Sports 
Men's tennis advances 
to NCAA quarterfinals 
The No. 1-ranked and defending 
NCAA Division III national 
champion men's tennis team will 
make its third straight appearance 
in the NCAA tournament quar- 
terfinals following a pair of 5-0 
wins over DePauw University and 
Carthage College in the NCAA 
regional. 
WUSTL improves its school- 
record winning streak to 18 
straight matches. The Bears also 
have won their past seven NCAA 
tournament matches dating back 
to last year. 
WUSTL (21-2) picked up its 
21st win of the season, tying the 
school record set in 2008. The 
Bears will face No. 9 Gustavus 
Adolphus College in the quarter- 
finals Tuesday, May 19, in 
Claremont, Calif. 
Softball wins three 
at Midwest Regional 
The No. 20-ranked Softball team 
ended its season with a 27-13 
overall record. A 3-2 record at the 
Midwest Regional last weekend 
was not enough for the Bears to 
continue play. 
After dropping a 1 -0 loss to 
Luther College in the opening 
game, the Bears posted victories 
over No. 3-ranked Central 
College, No. 12-ranked Wartburg 
College and Luther in the loser's 
bracket to stay alive. WUSTL's 
run, however, came to an end 
May 10 with a 7-2 loss to Webster 
University. 
Alyssa Abramoski, Lindsay 
Cavarra, Carter Malouf and Claire 
Voris were named to the Midwest 
Regional All-Tournament Team. 
On the Web 
For complete sports schedules and 
results, go to bearsports.wustl.edu. 
Baseball earns 
at-large NCAA berth 
The baseball team earned an 
at-large berth into the NCAA 
Division III championship 
tournament, the NCAA an- 
nounced May 11. 
It is the fourth postseason 
trip over the past five seasons 
and seventh in school history. 
WUSTL is 25-10 overall in 
2009 and enters postseason 
play on a hot streak, winning 10 
of its past 11 contests. 
The Bears faced University 
of Wisconsin-Whitewater in 
the tournament opener May 13. 
For the result, visit bearsports. 
wustl.edu. 
Women's tennis falls 
in NCAA tournament 
The No. 14 women's tennis 
team dropped a tight contest to 
No. 12 DePauw University, 5-4, 
in the 2009 NCAA Division III 
tournament May 9 in Green- 
castle, Ind. 
WUSTL defeated Man- 
chester College in its tourna- 
ment opener May 8 but fell to 
DePauw in the semifinal. 
WUSTL was making its 
second straight trip to the 
NCAA tournament and the 
third overall under head coach 
Kelly Stahlhuth. 
17th annual W Club 
Golf Scramble 
The 17th annual W Club Golf 
Scramble will take place 
June 15 at the Meadowbrook 
Country Club in Ballwin, Mo. 
This event is the biggest 
fund-raiser of the year for the 
W Club and is important for 
WUSTL's student-athletes. 
Even if you don't play golf, 
there are many ways to partici- 
pate in this fund-raiser. For 
more information, contact Joe 
Worlund at joew@wustl.edu or 
935-5247. 
Smoke Free • 'Octomom> Ethics 
• Axonal Degeneration 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place May 14-June 17 at 
Washington University. Visit the Web for 
expanded calendars for the Danforth Campus 
(news-info.wustl.edu/calendars) and the 
School of Medicine (medschool. wustl.edu/ 
caiendars.html). 
Exhibits 
"Expressions of Jewish Life Through Texts 
and Objects." Through June 28. Olin 
Library, Lvl. 1, Grand Staircase Lobby and 
GinkgoRm. 935-4151. 
"MFA First-Year Exhibition." Through 
May 17. Des Lee Gallery, 1627 Washington 
Ave. 935-4523. 
"MFA Thesis Exhibition." Through July 27. 
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523. 
"RirkritTiravanija: Chew The Fat." A 
multifaceted video installation. Through 
July 27. Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523. 
Lectures 
Friday, May 15 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Walking 
the Highwire From Synaptic Development to 
Axonal Degeneration." Aaron DiAntonio, 
assoc. prof, of developmental biology. 
Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 
454-6006. 
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical Society 
Meeting. "Celestial Potpourri." Various 
members, Saint Louis Astronomical Society. 
McDonnell Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614. 
Monday, May 18 
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar 
Series. "Xbp1 and Mistl: Key Molecular 
Regulators of Cellular Architecture in 
Epithelial and Immune Cell Development." 
Jason Mills, asst. prof, of pathology & 
immunology. Farrell Learning & Teaching 
Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763. 
4 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Seminar. 
"Physical Activity and Weight Control in 
Breast Cancer Prevention." Anne 
McTiernan, dir., Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center. Center for Advanced 
Medicine, Farrell Conference Rm. 2. 
454-8981. 
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & 
Arrhythmia Center Seminar. "The Role of 
Connexons in Conduction of the Cardiac 
Record 
hiatus 
After this issue our monthly 
summer publication sched- 
ule takes effect. 
The Record will publish 
June 11, then once in July and 
in early August before resum- 
ing weekly publication in late 
August. 
We hope you and your 
family have a safe and enjoy- 
able summer. 
Action Potential." Andre Kleber, prof, of 
physiology, U. of Bern, Switzerland. 
(5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker Hall, 
Rm. 218.935-7887. 
Tuesday, May 19 
4:30 p.m. Freedom From Smoking Class. 
"Staying Smoke Free." (Also at 5:30 p.m. 
May 12.) Center for Advanced Medicine, 
Barnard Health and Cancer Info. Center. 
To register: 362-7844. 
Wednesday, May 20 
4 p.m. Institute for Public Health Faculty 
Seminar Series. "Dementia Screening in 
Diverse Communities, Global Applications 
of the AD8 Informant Interview to Detect 
Dementia." James Galvin, assoc. prof, of 
neurology. For location: 454-7998. 
4 p.m. QUAD-Departmental Seminar 
Series. "Epigenetic Mechanisms of 
Pluripotency and Lineage-Commitment." 
Bradley Bernstein, asst. prof, of 
pathology, Harvard Medical School. 
Co-sponsored by depts. of Genetics, of 
Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics, of 
Cell Biology & Physiology and of 
Developmental Biology. Moore Aud. 
362-2139. 
Thursday, May 21 
Noon. Barnes-Jewish Hospital Ethics 
Committee Lunch and Learn Brown Bag 
Forum. "'Octomom' Ethics: Assisted 
Reproduction, High Risk Pregnancy and 
Social Justice." Clopton Aud., 4950 
Children's Place. 747-5361. 
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic 
Science Seminar Series. The Stanley 
J. Korsmeyer Memorial Lecture. Mario 
R. Capecchi, prof, of human genetics, The 
U. of Utah School of Medicine. Eric P. 
Newman Education Center Aud. 454-7029. 
Friday, May 22 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Ben 
Abelson Memorial Lecture. "Forging 
an Understanding of Iron Disorders." 
Nancy Andrews, prof, of pediatrics and 
pharmacology & cancer biology, Duke U. 
School of Medicine. Clopton Aud., 
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
Wednesday, May 27 
4 p.m. QUAD-Departmental Seminar 
Series. "Links Between Pathways of Gene 
Silencing in Developmental Biology and 
Cancer." Stephen Baylin, prof, of cancer 
biology, The Johns Hopkins U. School of 
Medicine. Co-sponsored by depts. of 
Genetics, of Biochemistry & Molecular 
Biophysics, of Cell Biology & Physiology 
and of Developmental Biology. Moore Aud. 
362-2139. 
Thursday, May 28 
5:30-8 p.m. Neurology Multiple Sclerosis 
Educational Series. Cost: $40. The Zodiac 
Room at Neiman Marcus, Plaza Frontenac, 
1701 S.Lindbergh Blvd. 362-6891. 
Friday, May 29 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Julie 
Leonard, asst. prof, of pediatrics. Clopton 
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
Wednesday, June 3 
4 p.m. Institute for Public Health Faculty 
Seminar Series. Paul Shattuck, asst. prof, 
of social work. Steinberg Aud., Medical 
School. 454-7998. 
Thursday, June 11 
1 p.m. Psychiatry Symposium. Honoring 
Barbara Geller's contributions to research, 
clinical care and education in child. . 
psychiatry. (Reception follows.) Farrell 
Learning and Teaching Center, Connor 
Auditorium. 362-8076. 
Wednesday, June 17 
4 p.m. Institute for Public Health Faculty 
Seminar Series. Mark Manary, prof, of 
pediatrics. For location: 454-7998. 
Green Your Office 
Use mass transit or car pool, 
bike or walk to get to the office. 
Commencement Week 
This is a schedule of events for 
Commencement 2009. For more 
information, call the Commencement 
Office at 935-5985 or visit the 
Commencement Web site 
commencement.wustl.edu. 
Thursday, May 14 
10 a.m. College of Arts & Sciences 
Recognition Ceremony. Field House, 
Athletic Complex. 
2:30 p.m. School of Engineering 
Undergraduate Recognition Ceremony. 
Field House, Athletic Complex. Reception 
immediately following. Location: Lopata 
Gallery and Whitaker Atrium. 
4 p.m. Program in Clinical Investigation 
Recognition Ceremony. King Center. 
Reception immediately following. 
5 p.m. School of Medicine Reception. 
Atrium, Farrell Learning and Teaching 
Center. 
8 p.m. Sam Fox School of Design and 
Visual Arts College of Art/Graduate 
School of Art Recognition Ceremony. 
Graham Chapel. 
Friday, May 15 
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble. 
8:30 a.m. Commencement exercises in 
Brookings Quadrangle. 
The following programs begin immediately 
after the close of the Commencement 
exercises. 
College of Arts & Sciences Diploma 
Distribution and Reception. The Green, 
west of Olin Library and north of 
Graham Chapel. Rain Location: Francis 
Gym, Athletic Complex. 
University College Diploma Distribution 
and Reception. Ann W. Olin Women's 
Building Lounge. 
Sam Fox School of Design and Visual 
Arts College of Architecture/Graduate 
School of Architecture & Urban Design 
Diploma Ceremony. Brookings Drive 
Mall. Reception immediately following. 
Rain time and location: 3 p.m., Graham 
Chapel. Reception immediately 
following: Givens Hall. 
College of Art/Graduate School of Art 
Diploma Distribution and Reception. 
Shapleigh Courtyard and Terrace, Earl 
E. and Myrtle E. Walker Hall. Rain 
Location: Steinberg Hall Terrace. 
Olin Business School Undergraduate 
Diploma and Awards Ceremony. Field 
House, Athletic Complex. Reception 
immediately following: Simon Hall. 
School of Engineering Undergraduate 
and Graduate Diploma Distribution. 
Reception immediately following: 
Lopata Gallery. 
George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work Diploma Ceremony. Graham 
Chapel. Reception immediately 
following: Lucy and Stanley Lopata 
Courtyard, Goldfarb Hall. 
Program in Occupational Therapy 
Reception. Holmes Lounge. Diploma 
Ceremony immediately following: Graham 
Chapel. 
Program in Physical Therapy Reception. 
Sheldon Concert Hall, immediately 
following All-University Commencement. 
Diploma Distribution and Hooding 
Ceremony: 1:30 p.m. 
School of Law Diploma Ceremony. Seeley 
G. Mudd Field. Rain Location: Recreational 
Gymnasium, Athletic Complex. Reception 
immediately following: Anheuser-Busch 
Hall. 
11:30 a.m. Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences Hooding and Recognition 
Ceremony. 560 Music Center, 560 Trinity 
Ave. in University City. Reception 
immediately following. 
1 p.m. Program in Audiology and 
Communication Sciences Recognition 
Ceremony and Diploma Distribution. 
Central Institute for the Deaf. Reception 
immediately following. 
2 p.m. School of Engineering and Applied 
Science Graduate Recognition 
Ceremony. Edison Theatre. Reception 
immediately following: Lopata Gallery. 
3 p.m. Olin Business School Graduate 
Diploma and Awards Ceremony. Field 
House, Athletic Complex. Reception 
immediately following: Simon Hall. 
3 p.m. School of Medicine Commencement 
Recognition Ceremony. Ferrara Theater, 
America's Center. Reception immediately 
following: Atrium, America's Center. 
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Ahn starts new chapter with pediatrics career 
BY BETH MILLER 
At age 9, Christina K. Ahn was 
walking with her father and 
her young cousin when the 
toddler fell and was bleeding from 
a cut. She remembers wanting to 
help care for the child. 
"My dad said to me, 'If you 
want to help kids in the future, 
study hard and become a doctor,'" 
she says. 
With the support of parents 
John and Sonia Ahn and older 
sister Charlene, that's exactly what 
Ahn has done. She earns a com- 
bined master of arts and medical 
degree from the Graduate School 
of Arts & Science and School of 
Medicine May 15, and, in July, she 
will begin a pediatrics residency at 
St. Louis Children's Hospital. 
After earning a bachelor's 
degree in chemistry from Stanford 
University, the 
Kinston, N.C., 
native worked as 
an intern at Roche 
Bioscience, researching new drugs 
to treat osteoporosis. She also 
spent a year researching spinal 
cord injuries at the San Francisco 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 
Then, she attended the School 
of Medicine with an esteemed 
Spencer T. Olin Fellowship for 
Women, a merit-based, four-year, 
full-tuition scholarship. Along the 
way, she has taken advantage of 
the opportunity to try new things. 
Before starting medical school, 
Ahn Instead of taking the summer 
off between her first and second 
years of medical school, Ahn 
worked with Robert Rofhbaum, 
M.D., professor of pediatrics, to 
establish the Family Connection, 
a support program for families of 




">     £ 
Robert Rothbaum, M.D. (left), and PhillipTarr, M.D., work with Christina K. Ahn in the clinical simulation 
center. Ahn was mentored by Rothbaum and Tarr in pediatric gastroenterology while a medical student. 
testinal diseases, such as Crohn's 
disease or ulcerative colitis. The 
program connected families with 
children who had been newly 
diagnosed with families who had 
been dealing with the diseases 
longer. 
"That summer was a turning 
point for me," she says. "I realized 
I had a definite interest in pediat- 
rics and gastroenterology." 
She continued to volunteer in 
Rothbaum's clinic throughout 
medical school. Rothbaum says 
Ahn made significant contributions 
to the care of patients as a student. 
"Christina radiates positive 
energy," Rothbaum says. "Her 
warmth and generosity set an ex- 
ample that we aspire to reach. 
Good doctors are basically good 
people who are highly interested in 
others. Christina lights the way 
along that path." 
Between her third and fourth 
years of medical school, Ahn re- 
ceived a prestigious Doris 
Duke Fellowship, which allows 
for a year of research. Ahn worked 
with Phillip Tarr, M.D., the Melvin 
E. Carnahan Professor of Pedia- 
trics, on a multicenter study 
examining the potentially bene- 
ficial effects of a treatment for 
children who develop hemolytic 
uremic syndrome, a disease that 
can occur after a gastrointestinal 
infection with E. coli bacteria. 
That experience renewed her 
interest in research. 
"I like knowing that these 
results could affect the direct 
management of care," she says. 
To date, she has had three 
papers published and has one in 
press. 
"Christina is bright, hard- 
working, curious and thorough," 
Tarr says. "She has tackled a very 
challenging project and seen it 
through to completion. I am 
amazed at her maturity and com- 
munications skills and am delight- 
ed she is training in pediatrics, 
and even more delighted she is 
staying here to do so." 
Also delighted that she'll be 
doing her residency in St. Louis is 
Brendan Hickey, a software engi- 
neer at The Boeing Co. and an 
MBA student at the Olin Business 
School. Ahn and Hickey were 
married April 4 in St. Louis. 
Ahn's talents extend beyond 
science and medicine. A violinist 
since age 3 and a pianist since 5, 
she formed a piano trio with her 
medical school classmates. In 
2006, she was the pit co-conductor 
and lead violinist in the medical 
student musical "Guys and Dolls" 
and, in 2008, was lead violinist in 
"Bye Bye Birdie." She also played 
in the Stanford Symphony 
Orchestra as an undergraduate. 
In addition, she has a passion 
for writing and has won several 
awards. In 2007, one of her essays 
was selected for the Princeton 
Review's "Medical School Essays 
That Made a Difference," and, in 
2006, she won first place in the 
prose division of "The Legible 
Script" National Literary 
Competition. 
"I hope that through my medi- 
cal experiences, I'll have more 
stories to share," she says. 
A in mann pursues the possible in herself and others 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
BY STEVE GIVENS 
Katie Ammann has packed 
two majors, a minor, two 
life-changing international 
experiences, conversations with 
the homeless and a truckload of 
musical performances into her 
four years at Washington Uni- 
versity. And her most important 
lesson: Be open to the possibilities, 
she says. 
"I think probably the most 
important thing I learned was just 
being able to plug into my own 
creativity and being able to say, 
Well, I think about it this way,'" 
says the 22-year-old who grew up 
just across the river from St. Louis 
in Godfrey, 111. "Even in music 
composition, I am able to say, 
'Here's my idea, 
I'm going to put 
it on paper and 
see what happens 
and let myself be 
open to the possibilities of it.'" 
Ammann graduates May 15 
with bachelor's degrees in anthro- 
pology and music, along with a 
minor in philosophy. She was one 
of the founders and head conduc- 
tor of the University's 50-member 
Pops Orchestra for the past two 
years, in addition to serving as 
music director and musician for a 
number of pit orchestras for the 
Performing Arts Department and 
student theater groups. 
She's an accomplished pianist 
and flautist but, in recent years, 
has turned her attention to pipe 
organ. For the past four years, she 
has been the organist at a church 
and recently performed her senior 
recital (including two original 
compositions) on the organ in 
Graham Chapel. 
During the summer of 2007, 
she took her passion for music in 
a new and challenging direction, 
doing ethnomusicology research 
in a rural village in the West 
African country of Mali through 
Harvard University. There, she 
and seven other students lived 
and made music with the people 
of the village, learning about 
their instruments and their ap- 
proach to music and dance. 
"It was an interesting experi- 
ence, to say the least," says 
Ammann, who also spent last 
summer teaching language, math 
and computer skills to elemen- 
tary students in Cape Town, 
South Africa. "We were learning 
how to write about the music and 
the dance in a culturally sensitive 
way. It was a very strange bond- 
ing experience for us and for the 
people we were working with." 
Although her interactions 
with the people of the village 
extended beyond music to issues 
like women's rights and public 
health, it was their music that 
was the real focus of her visit and 
research. The students partici- 
pated in village-wide concerts, 
which were more like dance 
parties, she says. 
"The whole village would 
come out and circle around the 
band," says Ammann, who even 
learned to play an indigenous 
xylophone-type of instrument 
called a balafon, "and then we 
would all dance and play for 
them. It was really cool." 
The entire experience con- 
vinced Ammann that change is 
possible and that everyone, no 
matter what their circumstance, 
is looking to improve the way 
they live. 
"It opened my eyes," she says. 
"It was like, 'Yes, everyone is 
Katie Ammann conducts the Washington University Pops Orchestra during a rehearsal April 21 at the 
560 Music Center. She helped found the Pops Orchestra during her WUSTL career. 
trying to go somewhere.' 
"I think that's what I like 
seeing in other people — when 
they're able to let themselves try 
something and take that first 
step. I hope to help other people 
— whether through education, 
legal help or even music — to let 
their individual voices be heard, 
much in the same way the 
Washington University commu- 
nity has done for me." 
For the next two years, 
Ammann will be teaching high- 
school mathematics in North 
Carolina as a corps member of 
Teach For America. 
After Teach For America, she 
is considering a joint law and 
social work program. Whatever 
her future, many who know 
Ammann believe she is already a 
gifted teacher. 
"Katie's joy in learning and 
understanding spills over into her 
teaching," says Stan Braude, 
Ph.D., a lecturer in biology for 
whom Ammann served as a 
teaching assistant during her 
junior year. "She is the kind of 
teacher who students will always 
remember, and I feel lucky to 
have worked with her." 
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Barbosa has passion for arts, community service 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Sam Fox School of 
Design & Visual Arts, 
College of Art 
A dual-degree candidate in 
sculpture in the Sam Fox 
School of Design & Visual 
Arts and Latin American studies 
in Arts & Sciences, Diana Barbosa 
will make an obvious employment 
choice after Commencement: 
She'll pursue a career in public 
health. 
To those who know the out- 
going and highly involved 
Barbosa, the decision may not be 
so counterintuitive. 
Barbosa, who was born in 
Colombia but grew up in Miami, 
has been involved in the arts since 






developed a passion for sculpture. 
And while she has had several 
successful sculpture showings 
during her WUSTL career, she 
also has made time for volunteer- 
ing with the American Red Cross, 
working in a genetics laboratory 
at the School of Medicine and 
creating the College Connections 
program, which helps minority 
St. Louis youth continue their 
education beyond high school. 
"Diana is truly amazing," says 
Sarah Tillery, coordinator for 
community service. "She is one of 
the most well-rounded people I 
have ever known. I have seen her 
coordinate a summer program, 
experiment with light for an art 
installation, mentor high-school 
students looking to come to 
college and fix the bumper on a 
car. Her passion for education, art 
and creating opportunity for 
others runs deep." 
During her junior year, 
Barbosa won a public artwork 
grant from University City, install- 
ing about 200 robotic cardinals in 
several trees. The "birds" chirped 
and moved their heads and beaks 
when people would walk under 
the trees. 
From that experience, she 
became interested in public art- 
work. "I want viewers to enjoy a 
certain experience through my 
art," Barbosa says. "I want them to 
have more active involvement 
with what I produce." 
That has lead to an interest in 
artwork as social intervention. 
"I'm trying to see where I can 
overlap my sculpture and studio 
practice with the public-health 
interest I have," she says. 
For a recent show in a ware- 
house in midtown St. Louis, 
Barbosa wanted to highlight the 
symbolism of light and dark. She 
covered her car with lights and 
then drove participants to an area 
church while they listened to 
recordings of famous people from 
American history, such as John 
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King Jr., addressing metaphorical 
themes of light and dark. 
"The aim of the project really 
was to highlight arts ability to 
bridge different people within a 
community," she says. 
An Annika Rodriguez Scholar, 
Barbosa realized early in her 
college career the disadvantages 
many Latino-Americans have 
Diana Barbosa (left) has fun at Thurtene Carnival with Arvell Pruitt, 
a Wellston High School student she brought to campus through her 
involvement with the College Connections program. 
when it comes to higher educa- 
tion. So she decided to do some- 
thing about it. . 
"As Rodriguez Scholars, we've 
been given an amazing oppor- 
tunity to attend a top-ranked 
school," Barbosa says. "It's a gift, 
a blessing. We wanted to share 
that gift with others in the com- 
munity." 
With two of her peers, she 
started the College Connections 
program in September 2006. The 
students connected with Wellston 
High School in St. Louis to mentor 
students. The program has been 
incredibly successful. All 28 mem- 
bers of last year's Wellston senior 
class were accepted into a college 
or university, and all of them re- 
ceived some sort of scholarship. 
The same has held true for this 
year's class. 
"It's amazing," Barbosa says. 
"These students are realizing they 
can go places." 
Barbosa has taken as many 
public-health courses as she could 
fit into her schedule. She also has 
been volunteering with the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, working to educate 
immigrant Latinos about repro- 
ductive health. 
Barbosa has served as the 
School of Art student representa- 
tive to the Undergraduate Student 
Council, community service chair 
of the Association of Latin Ameri- 
can Students and community 
service liaison and program intern 
for the Annika Rodriguez Scholars 
program. She received the E. Des- 
mond Lee Scholarship for Com- 
munity Collaboration. 
After Commencement, Barbosa 
will move back to South Florida to 
seek a job in public health, hope- 
fully in an outreach and research 
capacity. Her long-term plan is to 
attend graduate school after being 
in the field for a while. 
But she won't soon forget her 
time at the University. "WUSTL 
was exactly what I wanted," she 
says. "I've loved my time here." 
Crane has the ability to look at both sides of the law 
School of 
Law 
BY JESSICA DAUES 
Laura Crane never wants her 
life to become routine. 
And that's why Crane, 
who graduates May 15 from the 
School of Law, decided to leave 
her career in advertising to attend 
WUSTL. 
Crane, a native of Rochester, 
N.Y., spent three years before law 
school working with smart, cre- 
ative people at a New York City 
advertising agency and with 
clients ranging from pharmaceu- 
tical corporations to bottled- 
water companies. 
"In advertising, there's a very 
creative aspect of trying to find 
that clever idea to hook people 
and entertain," says Crane, who 
earned a bach- 




in 2003. "But the legwork of 
making an ad is very process- 
driven, and it's very similar 
whether you're selling dog food, 
toilet paper, high fashion or luxu- 
ry cars. 
"I wanted something where I 
could come to work and tackle 
different problems every day," 
Crane says. 
Crane sought and found that 
variety of new challenges while a 
law student at WUSTL, including 
an international law internship 
with Thomas Schweich, J.D., 
ambassador in residence at the 
law school. 
Crane researched internation- 
al policy and justice issues for 
Schweich, who is working as a 
special representative for the 
United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC). In 2008, 
Crane traveled to Vienna, Austria, 
with Schweich to discuss con- 
cerns about drug trafficking in 
Laura Crane (left) works with fellow law student Daniel Tierney in the courtyard of Anheuser-Busch 
Hall. Crane and Tierney both served as international law interns with Thomas Schweich, J.D., ambassa- 
dor in residence at the School of Law. 
Mexico and opportunities for 
UNODC to build its presence in 
Central America and the 
Caribbean with UNODC 
personnel. 
"Laura has impressed me with 
thorough research, quick turn- 
around of projects, excellent, 
well-documented writing, and 
her ability to present herself in a 
very professional and effective 
manner at important meetings 
with international diplomats," 
Schweich says. "Her work in 
Vienna was excellent, especially 
considering the jet lag." 
Crane also is interested in 
civil rights and disability law, and 
she says her goal is to eventually 
practice law in that area. She 
spent a summer as a clerk for the 
Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law in Washington, D.C, 
and helped research and draft 
court documents on a variety of 
decriminalization and educa- 
tional issues. 
While at Bazelon, Crane 
worked on a case seeking to 
improve access to treatment 
services on behalf of parolees 
with serious mental illness and 
substance-abuse problems. 
Without receiving these neces- 
sary services as they return to 
the community, many ultimate- 
ly return to a jail setting. 
Crane says the highlight of 
her young law career came in 
working with professor Samuel 
Bagenstos, J.D., to petition the 
Supreme Court to hear a civil 
rights case involving the scope 
of the Americans with 
Disability Act. 
The case, which involved an 
employee who became disabled 
and could no longer perform 
her duties, asked whether her 
employer was required to reas- 
sign the qualified employee to an 
existing vacant position or sim- 
ply to allow her to compete for 
such a position. 
The Supreme Court is highly 
selective as to what cases it will 
hear, but the likelihood of the 
Supreme Court selecting this 
case was heightened because of-a 
circuit split, with two opposing 
views on how to interpret and 
apply the statute. 
"You think in law school that 
laws have one meaning, but both 
circuits were reading the same 
law and coming up with com- 
pletely different results," Crane 
says. "It was a great exercise on 
how to look at both sides and 
come up with persuasive 
argument." 
The Supreme Court decided it 
would hear the case in December 
2007, but the case was settled 
before it could be argued. 
"To work on a case like that 
one was why I went to law 
|   school," Crane says. 
I        According to Neil Richards, 
|   J.D., professor of law, Crane's 
ability to look at both sides of an 
argument is only part of what 
made her one of his best 
students. 
"Laura has a great mind," 
Richards says. "She certainly has 
strong and passionately held 
ideological views, but she also 
has a rare ability to look past 
those views in assessing and 
thinking about law and legal 
decisions. She can look at diffi- 
cult legal questions from differ- 
ent perspectives." 
This fall, Crane will face a 
new set of challenges when she 
begins work at the corporate law 
firm Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
LLP in New York City, where she 
was a summer associate in 2008. 
(J 
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Dover takes an ecological approach to architecture 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
Like any good architect, Taylor 
Dover begins each project by 
investigating the needs of his 
clients. In this case, butterflies. 
With classmates Alen Basic 
and Adria Longenderfer, Dover 
— who receives a bachelors de- 
gree in architecture May 15 — 
spent much of the spring design- 
ing a combined bench and shade 
pavilion for the University's 
Elizabeth Gray Danforth Butterfly 
Garden. 
Part of a seminar on architec- 
ture and ecology, the group re- 
searched diets, habitats and life 
cycles before conceiving an intri- 
cate, ribbon-like trellis covered 
with flowers and climbing vines. 
"A lot of butterflies live just six 
or eight inches off the ground," 
Dover says. But the bench's "verti- 
cal land- 
Sam Fox School of 








into the air 
while also providing human visi- 
tors greater opportunity for ob- 
servation and learning. In other 
words, "there's an environment for 
the butterfly and an environment 
for the person," Dover says. 
Though small in scale, the 
bench underscores something of a 
conceptual shift within the green- 
building movement. "Right now, 
'sustainable' often means making 
buildings 'less bad,'" Dover says. 
"But the real question is, how do 
we make a building that's actually 
good for its environment?" 
Such balance comes naturally 
to Dover, who grew up in rural 
South Carolina (near the town of 
Pickens) but was interested in 
architecture from an early age. 
"My parents would buy Lego 
sets, and I would throw away the 
Taylor Dover in a Givens Hall studio with a model of the pier he and fellow students submitted to the 
Miami 2009 Pier Museum Urban Design Competition. 
directions," he says. In high 
school, he studied classical archi- 
tecture and investigated the 
"Golden Ratio," but later was 
captivated by Daniel Libeskind's 
plans for the former World Trade 
Center site. 
At WUSTL, several of Dover's 
projects have explored ideas for 
rebuilding urban environments. 
These range from St. Louis' 
Bohemian Hill and Gateway Arch 
grounds, both cut off from down- 
town by tangles of converging 
highways, to a particularly 
canyon-like stretch of Interstate 70 
in Kansas City. 
Yet Dover has maintained his 
interest in the classical world, 
spending a semester abroad in 
Florence, Italy. And he has taken 
an active role in student govern- 
ment, serving as secretary and 
later president of the Architecture 
Students Council, and on the Sam 
Fox School's curriculum com- 
mittee. 
"Taylor was a very engaged 
student leader," says Bruce 
Lindsey, dean and the E. Desmond 
Lee Professor for Community 
Collaboration. "He saw it as an 
important service to both the 
school and his colleagues, and I 
think he approaches design in a 
similar way. He understands that 
in architecture, collaboration 
— far from diminishing per- 
sonal creativity — challenges 
you and opens you up to new 
ideas." 
This semester, as part of an 
independent study project, 
Dover and seniors Lauren Ricks 
and Jessica Rossi-Mastracci 
spent months designing an entry 
for the Miami 2009 Pier Museum 
Urban Design Competition. 
Sponsored by Arquitectum, the 
competition proposes creating a 
2,000-square-meter "horizontal 
monument" to the immigrant 
experience. 
"It's a very constricted space," 
Dover says. The site, which 
would jut into the ocean from 
the end of Fifth Avenue in South 
Beach, "is 100 meters long but 
just 10 meters wide. The problem 
is to allow circulation without 
making the building all hallway." 
The group's solution was a 
series of long, looping pathways 
that weave back and forth across 
the pier, pulling visitors through 
commemorative exhibitions 
while continually refocusing 
views outward to the sea and its 
far horizon. 
"The walk becomes a memo- 
rial to the journey of Latin- 
American immigrants to Miami," 
Dover says. (Winners will be 
announced later this month; first 
prize includes an exhibition at 
the University of Miami.) 
Meanwhile, the butterfly 
bench recently won funding 
from the Butterfly Garden 
Committee and the College of 
Architecture. After graduation, 
Dover will remain in St. Louis for 
several weeks to complete con- 
struction before decamping for 
Harvard's Graduate School of 
Design, where he begins classes 
this fall. 
"I'm very interested in this 
idea of an ecological approach to 
architecture," Dover says. "And 
the idea of research-based design 
— where perhaps you study 
butterflies for a few weeks before 
starting to build anything — re- 
ally appeals to me. 
"There should be an interplay 
between ecological systems and 
the systems of human life." 
Dancing to the beat of innovation, invention and service 
BY MELODY WALKER 
Olin Business 
School 
A rash Sabet already has 
earned a bachelor's degree in 
biomedical engineering and 
a master's degree in mechanical 
engineering from WUSTL, in 
addition to creating several pat- 
ented medical device inventions, 
successful start-up companies and 
a long list of community service 
projects. 
So why does he need another 
degree? 
"Arash is a sort of Renaissance 
man, who blends knowledge of 
arts, science, music, literature and 
now ... business," says Madeleine 
Hackney, Sabet's professional 
ballroom dancing partner. 
Ballroom 
dancing is 
one of the 
many side 
interests in 
Sabet's life, along with Ironman 
competitions. Perhaps 
"Renaissance man turned 21st- 
century global entrepreneur" 
might be a better way to describe 
Sabet, who receives an MBA 
May 15. 
"People have always told me 
that solving problems is some- 
thing I do well, and that's why 
entrepreneurship fits so well with 
what I want to do," Sabet says. 
"You are making something that 
didn't exist before, but there is a 
need for it." 
Sabet's enthusiasm for inven- 
tion and creativity is part of his 
DNA. His family left its native 
Iran during the Iran-Iraq war 
when Sabet was 6. They came to 
St. Louis to live with Sabet's uncle, 
Arash Sabet (left) with his dancing partner, Madeleine Hackney, who 
is receiving a doctorate in movement science from the Program in 
Physical Therapy May 15. The pair competes and performs in 
ballroom dance competitions throughout the country. 
who is a physician. 
His father is an engineer, his 
mother a pharmacist and his 
older brother a physician in San 
Francisco. From an early age, 
Sabet exhibited a keen sense of 
curiosity about how things work. 
One of his first inventions, 
when he was in second grade, was 
a mechanized car made out of a 
tissue box. From there, he moved 
to repairing neighbors' bicycles. 
During a visit to Iran while in 
middle school, Sabet took apart 
and repaired his aunt's broken 
toilet in a feat that has become 
family legend. 
When Sabet entered WUSTL 
after attending the summer schol- 
ar program in biology, he thought 
he wanted to be a surgeon. But he 
discovered his mechanical talents 
were a perfect match for doctors 
in need of technical solutions to 
medical problems. 
Working with high-school 
friend and physical therapist 
Keith Cronan, Sabet invented a 
disposable physical therapy device 
aimed at restoring jaw function in 
people afflicted with TMJ, tem- 
poromandibular joint injury. 
The company Sabet created to 
manufacture and market the 
device won $20,000 in the Olin 
Cup competition for entrepre- 
neurial startups in 2008. 
Sabet currently has five medi- 
cal devices patented or patent 
pending — many involving tools 
for neurosurgery and otolaryngol- 
ogy developed with WUSTL 
medical school professors. 
"I want to lead a company that 
is on the forefront of developing 
advanced sensory prosthetics, 
which serve to help individuals 
regain lost functions to commu- 
nicate or interact with the world 
around them," Sabet says. 
"As a physician, your capacity 
to interact with people is one-to- 
one, but if you can solve a medical 
condition with technology that 
could spread worldwide and help 
more people, that's fantastic!" 
Sabet says going to business 
school was necessary to succeed 
in getting his inventions to market 
and reaching the largest audience 
possible. 
"Arash is a true entrepreneur," 
says Ken Harrington, director of 
the Skandalaris Center for Entre- 
preneurial Studies. "He invents, he 
is good with people, and he moves 
markets with ideas and action." 
Sabet will put his entrepre- 
neurial skills to work soon after 
graduation, when he heads to Asia 
for five months as a Kauffman 
Foundation Singapore Scholar. It 
will be an opportunity to meet 
and exchange ideas with other 
young inventors, scientific innova- 
tors and business leaders from 
around the world. 
Sabet's ties to the St. Louis are 
strong, and his legacies within the 
WUSTL community are many. 
He founded the Feed St. Louis 
program that delivers 10,000 
pounds of surplus food from 
WUSTL food services to area 
homeless shelters each year. 
His latest nonprofit venture 
could touch the lives of hundreds 
of schoolchildren. 
St. Louis Dancing Classrooms 
is a social development curricu- 
lum, based on a program initiated 
in New York City and document- 
ed in the 2005 movie "Mad Hot 
Ballroom." 
The goal is to teach fifth grad- 
ers respectful interaction and 
teamwork through ballroom 
dancing. 
Dancing, Sabet says, requires 
many of the same skills it takes to 
be a good entrepreneur, and his 
passion for both undoubtedly will 
continue to fuel his success in 
ballrooms and boardrooms. 
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Jennings: a man on a mission to help others 
BY JESSICA MARTIN 
Aaron Jennings was unsure of 
his next move. He had a 
solid educational back- 
ground in politics and govern- 
ment and a strong desire to help 
others, born out of his faith and 
upbringing, but he was unsure of 
a career path. 
A late-night Internet search 
gave him unexpected clarity. 
"It was my senior year at the 
University of Virginia, and I was 
looking for a graduate school that 
would give me the tools to truly 
help others," says Jennings, who 
graduates May 15 with a masters 
degree from the George Warren 
Brown School of Social Work. 
"I stumbled across the Brown 
School's Web site and found 
exactly what I was looking for, a 
program that stresses the use of 
evidence- 
George Warren Brown   Dased re- 
School of Social Work   search to 
make sure 
that the help I hoped to give 
others would have a lasting im- 
pact," he says. 
Jennings' main interest is 
youth development, particularly 
educational attainment for 
African-American males. He 
began earning valuable experi- 
ence during his time with the 
St. Louis Coro Fellows, a leader- 
ship training program in public 
affairs. 
Among other projects, 
Jennings helped St. Louis Public 
Schools (SLPS) Office of 
Development create "Project 
2010: St. Louis Public Schools 
College Initiative." Project 2010 
focused on providing college 
scholarships to low-income, 
high-potential students from the 
class of 2010. 
"We were able to get 10 
schools to agree to give full- 
tuition scholarships," Jennings 
says. "It was great to be able to 
lay the groundwork for this 
program." 
Jennings' impact on St. Louis 
did not end with the completion 
of his fellowship. As part of his 
practicum, he worked with 
adolescents in the juvenile justice 
system. He also became an im- 
portant fixture at Roosevelt High 
School in south St. Louis, where 
he advocated for students and 
created a dropout prevention 
program for 25 African- 
American males. 
"America's future is depen- 
dent on the growth of African- 
American males — we are all 
linked together," he says. "My 
research revealed that in many 
urban centers, over 50 percent of 
all African-American males 
don't graduate from high school 
and/or they drop out before the 
10th grade. 
"African-American males and 
African-American females have 
the largest graduation gap of any 
minority — twice as many fe- 
males as males graduate. Seeing 
these statistics and also having a 
passion for my country, I de- 
cided that I had to do something 
about the dropout problem," he 
says. 
Jennings' program, produced 
in his "Developing Programs" 
class at the Brown School, fea- 
tures the Saturday Academy, 
where students learn study skills 
and participate in personal de- 
velopment workshops; Check 
and Connect, where Jennings 
checks in with his students at 
least twice a week and connects 
them to necessary resources; and 
a weekly study hall. 
"You would be surprised to 
see what students will do if they 
know that someone is there for 
them," he says. 
Aaron Jennings works at his desk at Roosevelt High School in south St. Louis, where he has spent a 
good deal of time advocating for students and creating a dropout prevention program for African- 
American males. 
The program is seeing measur- 
able success. 
"GPAs have gone up," Jennings 
says. "I had one student who had 
straight Fs at the beginning of the 
school year. His GPA is now 2.857." 
SLPS is working to continue 
Jennings' dropout prevention 
program. 
"Aaron is a man on a mission 
who focuses on how he can uplift 
the self-esteem and academic 
performance of African-American 
males, which in turn does likewise 
to their female counterparts and 
America as a whole," says Jack 
Kirkland, associate professor and 
Jennings' adviser. "His commit- 
ment is solid and sincere." 
Outside of the classroom, 
Jennings served as co-chair of the 
Brown School's Student Coordi- 
nating Council. He emceed many 
fund-raising everrfs at the school 
and worked as a program assistant 
for WUSTL's Gephardt Institute 
for Public Service. 
"Aaron is not just a student 
going through the motions to 
become a social worker," says 
Karen Acton, manager of student 
programs at the Brown School. 
"He stands out as a leader and a 
role model for the youth he works 
with and his peers." 
Jennings' long-term goal is to 
be a federal or state secretary of 
education. He will take a step 
toward that goal when he begins 
work for an agency that focuses on 
education in his hometown of 
Washington, D.C. Jennings also is 
applying for fellowships that will 
give him higher-level skills and 
experience. 
"My passion is education, and 
my desire is to be able to create 
change at a big level," he says. 
A second chance at a first-choice career 
BY JESSICA DAUES 
Daniela Lehmann had entered 
the wrong profession. 
Lehmann, who describes 
herself as fascinated by human 
relationships, earned a degree in 
mechatronics engineering in her 
native country of Germany. After 
being hired as a systems engineer 
at Siemens, an international elec- 
tronics and engineering company, 
she found herself designing and 
perfecting the detailed workings 
of automated processes at plants 
throughout the United States. 
Someone who loved working 
with people was spending most of 
her time behind a computer. 
"Pursuing a career in engineer- 
ing was mostly a matter of pru- 
dence and future planning more 
than anything 
else," Lehmann 
says. "I based my 
decision on that 
rather than 
whether I really was interested in 
the subject. 
"I prefer to work with people 
more than machines," she says. 
"Worrying about technical details 
is just not me." 
So Lehmann, who was based 
in St. Louis, enrolled in University 
College in Arts & Sciences and 
took classes until she found sub- 
jects and a career about which she 
could feel passionate. Lehmann 
graduates May 15 with a bach- 
elor's degree in industrial and 
organizational psychology and a 
master's degree in international 
affairs. 
"Psychology is very people- 
University 
College 
Daniela Lehmann, in Gallup's London office, stands next to an old 
photograph that shows the way the opinion research company 
began collecting data: by interviewing people on the street. In 
March, Lehmann accepted a position as operations manager at the 
Berlin office of Gallup Consulting. 
focused, and industrial and organi- 
zational psychology looks at people 
as an organization's most impor- 
tant asset, which is consistent with 
my view," Lehmann says. "I also 
was interested in the bigger pic- 
ture of how international econo- 
mies work together." 
Seven years of studies paid off 
for Lehmann in March, when she 
accepted a new position as opera- 
tions manager at the Berlin office 
of Gallup Consulting, an interna- 
tional research-based consulting 
company specializing in employee 
and customer engagement. The 
people person will finally work on 
perfecting relationships rather 
than machinery. 
Lehmann, who grew up in a 
small town of 500 about 40 miles 
outside of Berlin — "I'd tell you 
where, but nobody will have heard 
of it," she laughs — is excited to be 
returning to Germany, but she 
doesn't regret her time in the 
United States or the opportunities 
found here — opportunities that 
don't exist in Berlin. 
"Germany doesn't have a de- 
veloped evening-school culture or 
continuing-education system," 
Lehmann says. "You're stuck with 
what you've done. It was a great 
opportunity to be able to attend 
Washington University." 
Stephan Schindler, Ph.D., 
professor and chair of the De- 
partment of Germanic Languages 
& Literatures in Arts & Sciences, 
taught Lehmann in two classes 
and also served as her thesis 
adviser. He was impressed by 
Lehmann's broad knowledge and 
courage to challenge her profes- 
sors with intellectually stimulating 
questions. 
"She is the kind of student 
professors look for," Schindler 
says. "I could always call on her 
during class because I knew she 
would follow my train of thought 
and would contribute in a way 
that would move forward the idea 
I put out there. 
"In a classroom, especially 
continuing education, almost 
everyone comes from work, 
they're sitting, tired, and then they 
have to work for two more hours," 
Schindler says. "It can be a chal- 
lenging environment. Daniela was 
a prime example for her class- 
mates for how to manage time and 
be productive." 
Time management was an 
important part of Lehmann's 
success. During her final year and 
a half, Lehmann took a full course 
load in addition to her full-time 
job as an engineer. 
"The hardest part was not 
losing sight of the goal of getting 
that degree," Lehmann says. 
"Sometimes that was really dif- 
ficult with so many things to do 
and never enough time. 
"People were telling me I was 
crazy for taking so many classes 
while also working," she laughs, 
"but I just wanted to get started on 
my new career!" 
Lehmann, whose family is 
flying in from Germany for 
Commencement, says that her 
education at WUSTL made her an 
attractive candidate to Gallup. 
Lehmann interviewed with Gallup 
several times with different people 
before being offered the job. 
"At Washington University, I've 
learned a very people-centered 
approach to business, and this is 
very much in accordance with 
Gallup's philosophy," Lehmann 
says. 
"My background will definitely 
help me best interact with people 
and get the best results for Gallup's 
clients," she says. 
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Linsenmeyer celebrates musical instruments of the world 
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES 
Antonio Stradivari reportedly 
crafted some 1,100 stringed 
instruments in the northern 
Italian city of Cremona and died a 
celebrated artist whose creations 
are coveted by musicians and 
collectors the world over. 
Why has the Stradivarius 
continued to set the standard of 
musical perfection, commanding 
more than $3.5 million at a 
Christies auction in 2006? 
Ask Christina Linsenmeyer. 
Her dissertation research, twice 
funded by WUSTL's Nussbaum 
Award for Doctoral Student 
Travel, took her into the museums 
and libraries of London, Brussels, 
Antwerp and Paris to seek the 
answers. 
"Stradivari violins, like the 
Mona Lisa, are determined by 
cultural perception," says 
Linsenmeyer, who will receive a 
doctorate in musicology in Arts & 
Sciences. 
"Even in Graduate School 
of Arts & Sciences Paris, the 
19th-centu- 
ry center of 
violin-making, the violin, unlike 
other instruments, remained 
grounded in the 18th century." 
In her dissertation, Linsen- 
meyer orients the violin as a 
cultural object in the histories of 
art, science and commerce to 
better understand the objects 
meaning and value. 
Combing international reposi- 
tories to substantiate her claims 
was a far cry from what Linsen- 
meyer envisioned for herself 
growing up in Baltimore. 
Although musically inclined 
— she began piano lessons at 6 
and cello at 9 — she had set her 
sights on becoming an astronaut, 
enrolling at Colgate University to 
study astronomy and physics. 
"My love for music really came 
Christina Linsenmeyer gingerly handles a Chanot Violin in her work as curator of musical instruments 
at the Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix. When the facility opens next year, it will be the nation's 
first freestanding museum devoted to musical instruments of world cultures. 
into focus in college," says 
Linsenmeyer, who also plays the 
viola da gamba. "This had a lot to 
do with my professors, the stu- 
dents and the well-established 
music ensembles. 
"I realized then that music was 
a metaphor for everything in life: 
learning, communication, self- 
discovery and facing challenges," 
she says. 
Linsenmeyer graduated from 
Colgate University with a bach- 
elor's degree in music with honors. 
Knowing that she eventually 
would pursue a doctorate, she 
decided she would first learn how 
to make violins. 
"I'd done some woodworking 
prior and liked working with my 
hands," she says. 
A few years later, with a certifi- 
cate in violin-making and restora- 
tion from North Bennet Street 
School in Boston and experience 
repairing and dealing violins, 
Linsenmeyer launched her doc- 
toral studies. 
Along the way, she grew dis- 
couraged by the static presenta- 
tions she observed in museums. 
"Most museums put an instru- 
ment in a glass case, slap a label 
on it and call it art," she says. 
"They don't provide enough 
context for the public to under- 
stand the role and value of the 
objects. That's one reason I'm so 
excited about the Musical 
Instrument Museum (MIM), 
which makes that communica- 
tion a priority." 
The MIM, a 190,000-square- 
foot museum under construction 
in Phoenix, already has snagged 
Linsenmeyer to serve as curator 
of musical instruments. (She got 
the job in August 2008, another 
reason for her excitement.) 
The nations first freestanding 
museum devoted to musical 
instruments of world cultures, 
the MIM will house state-of-the- 
art audio and video exhibits, a 
concert hall, a cross-disciplinary 
research center and a conserva- 
tion lab. The opening is slated for 
spring 2010. 
"As a graduate student leader, 
Christina leaves a legacy that has 
impacted the quality of graduate 
education at the University and 
beyond," says Elaine Berland, 
Ph.D., associate dean in the 
Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences and founding director 
of the National Conference on 
Graduate Student Leadership. 
"Christina's participation as 
graduate student coordinator of 
the first two National Confer- 
ences on Graduate Student 
Leadership, convened in 2003 
and 2005 by the Woodrow 
Wilson National Fellowship 
Foundation and WUSTL, 
sparked leadership action among 
graduate students across the 
country," Berland says, "and 
helped set a high standard for 
subsequent conferences." 
Linsenmeyer also has been 
recognized for outstanding ser- 
vice by the Graduate Student 
Senate, where she served as 
co-president, and by the Grad- 
uate and Professional Council. 
She helped to establish the 
University-wide Peer Mentoring 
Program and the Outstanding 
Faculty Mentor Awards. 
"All of my experiences have 
led me to the Musical Instrument 
Museum, where visitors will not 
only hear but also see the instru- 
ments being played in their 
cultural context," Linsenmeyer 
says. "It's about time!" 
Danforth Scholar mixes people, politics, public service 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
From the 2004 presidential 
debate to the 2009 inaugura- 
tion of Barack Obama, 
political campaigns have been 
bookends for the college experi- 
ence of Andrew J. Flick. 
"My dad and I just happened 
to visit campus on the weekend 
WUSTL hosted the (2004) de- 
bate," says Flick, who receives a 
    bachelor's de- 
gree May 15 in 
political science 
with a minor in 
Spanish. "CNN 
and MSNBC were broadcasting 
live, and there was all this hub- 
bub. For a kid who likes politics, 
that was a big deal." 
Flick was here in 2008 for the 
vice presidential debate, and, in 
January, joined a group of stu- 
dents who made the trip to 
Washington, DC, for Obama's 
inauguration. 
"It reminded us of how spe- 
cial this moment is for all 
Americans, but especially so for 
those like myself who had 
worked on his behalf during the 
campaign," Flick says. "To be in 
the thick of things, to be able to 
tell my kids that I witnessed such 
an historic event, was priceless." 
While his academic interests 
have revolved around politics 
and public policy, his passion, as 
always, remains focused on 
people and public service. 
He has been active as presi- 
dent of Chimes Junior Honorary 
and as fund-raising chair of 
Sigma Chi Fraternity, where he 
helped raise $5,000 for the 
Children's Miracle Network. 
Andrew J. Flick works with third-grader Teionn Higgins at Laclede Elementary in St. Louis. Flick has 
spent time once a week this year volunteering as a tutor at the school. 
Flick spent the summer of 
2007 interning as a teaching 
assistant as part of a University 
of Massachusetts Urban 
Scholars Program. Last year, he 
helped launch a tutoring pro- 
gram that pairs WUSTL stu- 
dents with struggling readers at 
a local elementary school. 
"We work one-on-one with 
the students, and they really like 
having us there," he says. "It's 
been a great program for every- 
one, and it looks like something 
that will carry on after I'm gone." 
Flick's legacy may be commu- 
nity service, but he's best known 
around campus for his people 
skills and for his ability to build 
relationships and motivate people. 
"One of the things that stands 
out for me most is what a good 
listener he is," says Henry Biggs, 
Ph.D., associate dean in Arts & 
Sciences and director of under- 
graduate research. "He asks the 
questions of a curious mind, but 
then has the calm to take 
information patiently in. He's as 
reliable as they come." 
Flicks outreach work dates to 
his days as student body presi- 
dent at his hometown high 
school in Hamilton, Ohio. His 
mother and most of his extended 
family attended the same high 
school, and most still live in the 
area, an older industrial region 
with shuttered factories. Flick 
jokes that his mother raised him 
to leave town, to go out in the 
world and do great things. 
"My mom's always been a big 
believer in what I'd call laissez- 
faire child raising," Flick says. 
"She set boundaries, but she's 
always been very supportive of 
me. A lot of kids get pressured to 
go to law school or med school, 
but when I talk to my parents, 
they just ask me what it is that I 
want to do." 
Flick began taking swimming 
lessons at age 7 and stuck with it, 
swimming on his school teams 
and giving lessons to children. 
He arrived here thinking his 
swimming days were over, but 
friends encouraged him to try 
out for the WUSTL team. 
"My coaches had a bet about 
how soon I'd quit, but I stuck 
with it until I studied abroad," he 
says. "I kept coming back, not so 
much because I expected to 
become a great swimmer, but 
because the people were so 
amazing. The coaches are fantas- 
tic, and everyone supports each 
other. Athletics here is a really 
tight-knit group." 
Flick spent much of 2008 in 
Madrid, Spain, studying Spanish 
at the Universidad Carlos III and 
working as an intern at the U.S. 
Embassy. After graduation, he 
heads to Costa Rica for six weeks 
as a leader in a wilderness adven- 
ture program for high-school 
and elementary students. Then, 
he's off to Washington, D.C., to 
look for work on Capitol Hill. 
"I'm interested in a thousand 
things, and every day it's some- 
thing different, maybe law 
school, maybe a master's in 
public policy or something like 
that," he says. "Who knows? I'm 
taking it one day at a time now." 
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Talented advocate Smith pushes to improve health care 
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES 
When Carson Emmons 
Smith wasn't working in 
her parents' bicycle and 
fitness shop in Paducah, Ky., she 
was dribbling a soccer ball, 
whacking a softball, pirouetting in 
a dance studio or bouncing on her 
trampoline. 
"I love the outdoors," says 
Smith, who also admits to growing 
up a bookworm. Naturally, it was 
under the spell of a particularly 
bright, sunny day that Smith suc- 
cumbed to the breathtaking beau- 
ty of autumn on the Danforth 
Campus. 
"The weather just seemed to be 
nudging me that this was where I 
wanted to be," she says of her first 
visit. "But it's 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
been the people 
at WUSTL — my 
friends, profes- 
sors and administrators — who 
have kept me engaged for the past 
four years." 
On May 15, Smith receives a 
bachelor's degree in anthropology 
with a minor in public health. She 
hopes to put her education and 
experiences to work one day to 
improve the nation's health-care 
system. 
Plans to earn a joint master's 
degree in public health and social 
work are sure to further her goal 
and sharpen her unique insights 
into the health-care system. At 16, 
Smith was diagnosed with a rare 
lung condition called pulmonary 
veno-occlusive disease (PVOD). 
"I've spent more than my share 
of time in the hospital having tests 
Carson Emmons Smith was shy as a child, but now she's an 
outspoken advocate for health organizations in St. Louis and 
Paducah, Ky., her hometown. 
and acting as a guinea pig," Smith 
says. She is on a wait list for a 
double-lung transplant but has 
inactive status because her condi- 
tion has'been stabilized. 
"Thankfully, I have a wonder- 
ful support network in my family 
and friends," she says, "but I have 
seen and heard stories of people 
who are not as lucky." 
While interning at the Pul- 
monary Hypertension Associa- 
tion in Silver Spring, Md., after 
her sophomore year, Smith spoke 
with people unable to work or 
afford insurance due to illness. 
"These experiences made my 
heart ache and opened my eyes," 
she says. 
The following summer, she 
returned to Paducah to work at 
Lourdes Healthcare Systems. She 
shadowed doctors and adminis- 
trators. She also observed social 
workers frustrated by limitations 
of Medicare and Medicaid and by 
the crippling financial burdens 
on patients and their families. 
Smith has interned at the 
American Lung Association in 
St. Louis and, in February, as- 
sumed the post of research assis- 
tant at the Center for Tobacco 
Policy Research at the George 
Warren Brown School of Social 
Work. 
Painfully shy as a child — 
"My mom used to make me go 
out of my way to say 'hello' to 
people in the grocery or on our 
walk to school" — Smith later 
discovered she had a very strong 
voice, which she has projected on 
behalf of others. 
Since 2003, she has served as 
spokeswoman for the Children's 
Organ Transplant Association in 
both Paducah and St. Louis, for 
Second Wind St. Louis and for 
Mid-America Transplant 
Association. 
"I'm much more outgoing 
today," Smith says, "and I push 
myself to be better and do more 
than I ever knew possible." 
Smith enrolled at WUSTL as a 
John B. Ervin Scholar, a distinc- 
tion awarded to students who 
have demonstrated exceptional 
intellect, leadership and commu- 
nity service. 
"Most people who know 
Carson know about her work with 
Student Union and her support of 
organ donation," says Laura 
Stephenson, assistant director of 
the Ervin Scholars Program. 
"What most people don't know 
is how supportive Carson is to 
everyone around her," Stephenson 
says. "She is often the sounding 
board for many of her friends and 
can usually be found sharing their 
terrific accomplishments with 
others." 
Named a Toyota Scholar — 
one of "100 Students Most Likely 
to Change the World" — her 
senior year of high school, Smith 
seems destined to accomplish 
great things but never loses sight 
of the smaller picture. 
"I have learned to treat every- 
one with kindness because you 
never know when someone's 
having a bad day, and to take care 
of your body because it's the only 
one you get," she says. 
"Knowledge is power, and 
attitude is everything," says Smith, 
with a nod to cyclist Lance 
Armstrong. 
"I really do believe that life is 
10 percent what happens to you 
and 90 percent what you decide to 
do with it," she says. 
The sky is no limit for NASA-bound Turett 
BY TONY FITZPATRICK 
Robotics and engineering 
first caught Fiona Turett's 
fancy at NASA Space 
Academy in Huntsville, Ala., 
when she was 13. It was the first 
of many NASA programs in 
which Turett, who graduates 
May 15 with a bachelor's degree 
in mechanical engineering, has 
participated. 
At her high school in 
Rochester Hills, Mich., she par- 
ticipated in For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and 
Technology (FIRST), a national 
program where teams of students 
are allowed six weeks to design 
and build a robot that plays a 
strategy game. In 2005-06, she 
captained her 25-member team 
to a third-place finish in the 
competition. 
Turett's FIRST experience 
made her a natural to become a 
Bandit/Akoya nanosatellite team 
  member in 
2006, School of Engineering 
& Applied Science during her 
freshman 
year at 
WUSTL. Bandit is a nanosatellite 
not much larger than a canta- 
loupe designed and programmed 
by WUSTL students under the 
supervision of Turett's adviser, 
Michael A. Swartwout, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of mechani- 
cal, aerospace and structural 
engineering. 
Bandit functions with its 
mother ship, Akoya, about the 
size of a beach ball, which serves 
as a recharging and communica- 
tions base for Bandit. The two 
usually travel no more than 10 
feet apart. NASA and the Air 
Force have great interest in these 
university-created nanosatellites 
for their potential to perform a 
variety of tasks, inspection chief 
among them. 
Fiona Turett sits in the commander's seat in one of the space shuttle simulators at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston.This one in particular is used to train astronauts and is an exact replica of the cabin 
of a space shuttle. 
Over the past three years, 
Turett produced computer-aided 
design drawings of the satellites 
and took active part in the inte- 
gration and assembly of the 
vehicles; she gave presentations 
about the project for design 
reviews, sponsors and local 
schools; worked on thermal 
design and analysis of the space- 
craft for her senior design proj- 
ect; and managed the team of 30 
working toward completion of 
the spacecraft for a national Air 
Force competition. Bandit/Akoya 
took second place in the contest, 
held in January. 
She also has twice prepared 
experiments and test beds and 
flew on NASA's famed C-9 air- 
craft, aka "the Vomit Comet." 
"The C-9 is a normal com- 
mercial aircraft with most of the 
seats taken out and padding all 
over the floor, ceiling and walls," 
Turett says. "It's used for a range 
of gravity experiments that you 
can't do on Earth. To get to zero 
or reduced gravity, they fly 
8,000-foot parabolas, 30 of them. 
In the 20-25 seconds of micro- 
gravity, with the plane in a free- 
fall to Earth, you do your 
experiment. 
"In the free-fall, you're actually 
at normal gravity, but what you're 
comparing yourself to is the plane 
— compared to the plane, you're 
floating," she says. "They give you 
anti-nausea medications. Most 
people do fine with the drugs. My 
body doesn't like it very much. I 
get ill." 
Thus, the nasty moniker. 
Every summer since 2006, 
Turett has had a NASA intern- 
ship — two in Maryland and one 
last summer at the NASA 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston. She learned a lot of 
engineering, design and robotics, 
and contributed to a NASA mod- 
el of lunar habitat. 
"I've had lots of really 
good mentors, both here with 
Dr. Swartwout and others and at 
NASA," she says. "I'm very grate- 
ful for that." 
Turett not only is good with 
numbers (her father, Barry 
Turett, Ph.D., is a mathematics 
professor at Oakland University 
in Michigan), but she also is good 
with words. She speaks fluent 
German, conversational French 
and elementary Spanish. 
Advanced Placement courses 
at her high school, extra work at 
a local college back home and an 
early start in elementary educa- 
tion in Europe enabled Turett to 
graduate at age 20. 
"I've loved my time here," she 
says. "St. Louis is a fun city with 
so much to do, and it's a little 
warmer in the winter than what 
I'm used to. I'm glad I went to 
Washington University instead of 
a strictly engineering school. I've 
met so many people outside of 
engineering. It gives you a 
balance." 
She also has been active with 
WUSTL's Catholic Student 
Center, participating in numer- 
ous service projects, one involv- 
ing humanitarian work in 
Nicaragua, and she plans to 
spend time this summer in 
Ecuador. 
Turett will start full-time at 
the Johnson Space Center in July 
in the Mission and Safety 
Assurance Office. She will work 
on the thermal protection subsys- 
tem of the Space Shuttle and 
Orion, a new vehicle being de- 
signed for use on the moon. 
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Commencement speakers 
More than a dozen distin- 
guished individuals are 
speaking at Commencement- 
related events for graduates and 
their friends and families. 
Wendy Kopp, founder and 
CEO of Teach For America, will 
deliver the address at the main 
Commencement ceremony at 
8:30 a.m. May 15 in Brookings 
Quadrangle. 
Other speakers are: 
William W.Clark, Ph.D., 
director of the Program in 
Audiology and Communication 
Sciences, for the Program in 
Audiology and Communication 
Sciences, at 1 p.m. May 15 at 
the Central Institute for the 
Deaf, 825 South Taylor Ave. 
Andrew C. Clarke, presi- 
dent, CEO and director of 
Panther Expedited Services Inc. 
(BSBA '93), for the Olin 
Business School Undergraduate 
Diploma and Awards 
Ceremony in the Athletic 
Complex immediately follow- 
ing the main Commencement 
ceremony. 
Carol Diaz-Granados, 
Ph.D., research associate in 
anthropology and instructor at 
University College in Arts & 
Sciences (BFA '64, A.M. '80, 
Ph.D. '93), for the University 
College Recognition Ceremony 
at 7:30 p.m. May 13 at May 
Auditorium in Simon Hali. 
DB Dowd, professor of 
communication design in the 
Sam Fox School of Art and of 
American Culture studies in 
Arts & Sciences, for the College 
of Art/Graduate School of Art 
Recognition Ceremony at 
8 p.m. May 14 in Graham 
Chapel. 
Michael V. Drake, M.D., 
chancellor of the University of 
California, Irvine, for the School 
of Medicine at 3 p.m. May 15 in 
the Ferrara Theater at America's 
Center, 701 Convention Plaza. 
Jeff Fox, CEO, Harbour 
Group (MBA '88), for the Olin 
Business School Graduate 
Diploma and Awards Ceremony 
at 3 p.m. in the Athletic 
Complex. 
Sid Mohn, president of 
Heartland Alliance, for the 
George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work, in Graham Chapel 
immediately following the main 
Commencement ceremony. 
David Orr, architect, for the 
College of Architecture/Graduate 
School of Architecture & Urban 
Design Diploma Ceremony in 
the Brookings Drive Mall imme- 
diately following the main 
Commencement ceremony. 
Helene Polatajko, Ph.D., 
professor, Department of 
Occupational Science and 
Occupational Therapy and 
Graduate Department of 
Rehabilitation Science at the 
University of Toronto, for the 
Program in Occupational 
Therapy at 1 p.m. May 15 in 
Graham Chapel. 
Richard J. Smith, Ph.D., dean 
of the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences and the Ralph E. 
Morrow Distinguished 
University Professor of physical 
anthropology, for the College of 
Arts 8c Sciences at 10 a.m. May 
14 in the Field House, Athletic 
Complex. 
Salvatore Sutera, Ph.D., 
interim dean and professor of 
biomedical engineering, for the 
School of Engineering & 
Applied Science Graduate 
Recognition Ceremony at 
2 p.m. May 15 in Edison Theatre. 
Kent D. Syverud, J.D., dean 
and the Ethan A.H. Shepley 
University Professor for the 
School of Law, at Mudd Field 
immediately following the main 
Commencement ceremony. 
Robert E. Thach, Ph.D., 
professor of biology in Arts 8c 
Sciences and of biochemistry 
and molecular biophysics in the 
School of Medicine and former 
dean of the Graduate School of 
Arts 8c Sciences, for the 
Graduate School of Arts 8c 
Sciences at 11:30 a.m. May 15 in 
the E. Desmond Lee Concert 
Hall, 560 Music Center, 560 
Trinity Ave. in University City. 
R. Scott Ward, Ph.D., profes- 
sor and chair, University of 
Utah Department of Physical 
Therapy and president of 
American Physical Therapy 
Association, for the Program in 
Physical Therapy at 1:30 p.m. 
May 15 at the Sheldon Concert 
Hall, 3648 Washington Blvd. 
Chancellor Mark S. 
Wrighton for the School of 
Engineering 8c Applied Science 
Undergraduate Recognition 
Ceremony at 2:30 p.m. May 15 
in the Athletic Complex. 
Commencement 
Ellis to serve as 
honorary grand marshal 
- from Page 1 
will be awarded to: 
• Robert L. Virgil, Ph.D., emer- 
itus dean of the Olin Business 
School, emeritus professor of 
accounting and emeritus trustee 
of Washington University, doctor 
of laws; 
• Robert H. Waterston, M.D., 
Ph.D., the William H. Gates III 
Endowed Chair in Biomedical 
Sciences and chairman of the 
Department of Genome Sciences 
at the University of Washington in 
Seattle, doctor of science; and 
• Patty Jo Watson, Ph.D., the 
Edward Mallinckrodt Distin- 
guished University Professor of 
Anthropology Emerita in Arts 8c 
Sciences, doctor of humane 
letters. 
Commencement will begin 
with the traditional academic 
procession into the Quad, which 
will be led by grand marshal 
Robert E. Wiltenburg, Ph.D., dean 
of University College in Arts & 
Sciences, and then by honorary 
grand marshal Dorsey D. Ellis Jr., 
J.D., dean of the School of Law 
from 1987-1998. 
For more than 20 years, Ellis 
has been an integral part of the 
WUSTL community. 
As dean of the School of Law, 
Ellis oversaw the planning, con- 
struction and funding of An- 
heuser-Busch Hall, the school's 
state-of-the-art teaching and 
research facility; the successful 
completion of the law school's first 
capital campaign 21 months 
ahead of schedule; and an increase 
in the size, stature and diversity of 
the faculty as well as an increase 
in the strength and diversity of the 
student body. 
He also bolstered the school's 
interdisciplinary teaching through 
joint-degree programs with East 
Asian studies and European stud- 
ies, both in Arts 8c Sciences, and 
with environmental engineering 




The decision for implement- 
ing the Violent Weather 
Plan for Commencement 
ceremonies will be made by 
7 a.m. Friday, May 15. 
Major local radio and TV 
stations will be given the 
information, and it will appear 
on wustl.edu and be an- 
nounced through campus 
e-mail. 
Other highlights of his tenure 
include: increasing substantially 
the number and scope of the 
school's lawyering skills courses; 
invigorating the first-year legal 
research and writing program; 
merging computer and library 
services into a leading department 
of information resources; twice 
managing a self-study and re- 
accreditation process; hosting 
numerous legal conferences fea- 
turing eminent scholars and 
practitioners; and expanding the 
school's international ties through 
broadened faculty teaching and 
scholarship and advanced degree 
programs for lawyers from other 
countries. 
In 1999, Ellis returned to his 
first love — teaching — when he 
was appointed the William R. 
Orthwein Distinguished Professor 
of Law. 
Ellis has taught in the areas of 
legal history, antitrust, regulated 
industries, iaw and economics, 
and torts. He has published on 
constitutional history, torts, anti- 
trust, law and economics and 
punitive damages. 
He serves as academic director 
of the law school's Transnational 
Law Program, which allows U.S. 
students to study at both 
Washington University School of 
Law and Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands. 
Ellis came to Washington 
University from the University of 
Iowa, where he was vice president 
for finance and university ser- 
vices, special assistant to the 
president, acting assistant dean of 
the faculties and a professor of 
law. 
Ellis earned a bachelor's degree 
in 1960 from Maryville College in 
Tennessee and a law degree from 
the University of Chicago in 1963. ; 
Maryville College conferred the 
honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws in 1998. 
He and his wife, Sondra, have 
two children — Laura, a lawyer, 
and Geoffrey, a graduate of the 
Olin Business School — and two 
grandchildren, Mackenzie and 
Tate. 
Also at Commencement, ap- 
proximately 80 alumni from the 
Class of 1959, celebrating their 
50th reunion, will march in the 
opening procession. 
For the 29th consecutive 
Commencement, the program 
will begin with music by The 
Mighty Mississippi Concert Band 
of St. Louis, under the direction of 
Dan Presgrave, music director/ 
conductor of the Washington 
University Symphony Orchestra, 
the Washington University Wind 
Ensemble and the St. Louis Wind 
Symphony. 
Alan Naylor and Joshua 
Stanton, who each will receive a 
master of music degree from the 
Graduate School of Arts 8c 
Sciences, will sing "America the 
Beautiful." 
David A. Ross, president of the 
senior class, will deliver the stu- 
dent Commencement greeting. 
Conferral of academic degrees 
--tvill follow, with the deans of each 
of the schools and Edward S. 
Macias, Ph.D., provost, executive 
vice chancellor for academic 
affairs and the Barbara and David 
Thomas Distinguished Professor 
in Arts & Sciences, assisting 
Wrighton. 
After the conferral of degrees, 
Wrighton will deliver his message 
to the Class of 2009. 
Caroline Miller, who will 
receive a bachelor's degree in 
music and English literature from 
the College of Arts 8c Sciences, 
will conclude the ceremony by 
singing the "Alma Mater." 
Afterward, the University's 
schools will hold receptions for 
graduates and their guests. 
Commencement 
Day smiles 
There will be lots of grins to 
go around on Commencement, 
either before, during or after 
ceremonies. There also will be 
plenty of places in which to 
take that perfect photo, from 
the steps of Brookings Hall to 
inside the Quad to many 
beautiful points in and around 
the Danforth Campus. 
Academic integrity conference 
proposals due June 15 
Washington University will 
host The Center for 
Academic Integrity's 18th Annual 
International Conference 
Oct. 16-18. 
The conference theme is 
"Creating a Culture of Integrity: 
Research and Best Practices." 
Several hundred students, 
faculty and staff from around the 
world will discuss the practice and 
philosophy of academic integrity, 
focusing on issues germane to 
both college and high-school 
education. 
Programs will cover a range of 
subjects, including integrity re- 
search, international perspectives 
on academic integrity, high-tech 
cheating, and classroom and 
institutional best practices. 
WUSTL students, faculty and 
staff from all disciplines are 
invited to register for the confer- 
ence and to submit program 
proposals. Brief program propos- 
als are due by June 15. 
For more information, 
visit the center's Web site at 
academicintegrity.org or contact 
Dirk Killen, associate dean in the 
College of Arts 8c Sciences and 
the college's academic integrity 
officer, at dkillen@wustl.edu or 
935-9457. 
The Center for Academic 
Integrity, which is a consortium 
of more than 360 institutions, 
is affiliated with the Robert 
J. Rutland Institute for Ethics 
at Clemson University in 
Clemson, S.C. 
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Washington People 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Though Kathy Steiner-Lang 
doesn't travel much, she 
gets to experience many 
of the world's cultures on 
a daily basis. 
Steiner-Lang directs the Office 
for International Students and 
Scholars. The mission of the office 
is to provide social, cultural and 
academic support; English- 
language instruction; and infor- 
mation on governmental regula- 
tions to all international members 
of the WUSTL community. It also 
facilitates cross-cultural under- 
standing within the University 
and the St. Louis metropolitan 
area. 
Steiner-Lang, assistant vice 
chancellor, and her office provide 
services for undergraduates, grad- 
uate students, postdoctoral stu- 
dents and faculty and staff 
members. 
Not bad for a woman who 
grew up on a dairy farm in 
Wisconsin and didn't even leave 
the state until after enrolling in 
college. 
International enrollment has 
skyrocketed during Steiner-Lang's 
tenure. While 38 first-year stu- 
dents were from other countries 
in 1992-93, students and faculty 
Kathy Steiner-Lang (left), assistant vice chancellor and director of the Office for International Students 
and Scholars, meets with Dah-Eun Chung, a freshman biology major in Arts & Sciences. "Every day, I 
get to deal with so many different kinds of people," Steiner-Lang says. "In addition to the international 
students and scholars, there are lots of great people who work here. And our students are amazing. It's 
so rewarding to watch them grow from freshman year to graduation." 




and staff feel at 
home at WUSTL 
(Clockwise from left) Kathy Steiner-Lang; 
husband, Douglas Lang; and daughter, Nina 
Lang. 
now come from more than 125 
countries around the world, and 
nearly 35 percent of freshmen are 
multicultural or international 
students. There are 1,400 inter- 
national students at the University 
and around the same number of 
faculty members and postdoctoral 
fellows. 
"We are indeed fortunate to 
have Kathy leading our Office for 
International Students and Scho- 
lars," says Karen Levin Coburn, 
senior consultant in residence and 
Steiner-Lang's supervisor for 17 
years. "A nationally recognized 
leader in her field, she is truly one 
of the University's treasures. 
"Kathy and her staff make it 
possible for students and scholars 
from all over the world to become 
an integral part of our commu- 
nity," Coburn says. "Kathy not 
only helps international students 
and scholars navigate the ins and 
outs of the world of visas and 
immigration services, she has also 
created an innovative series of 
programs and services that have 
transformed the international 
student experience." 
Wisconsin, 
then the world 
Steiner-Lang's interest in interna- 
tional studies began early in her 
life. 
"I remember hearing an ex- 
change student speak at my grade 
school and thinking it was incred- 








where she ma- 
jored in sociol- 
ogy. Initially a 
Spanish major, 
she studied in 
Mexico for a 
semester and did 
an exchange 
program in Italy 





return to the 
United States, 
she began apply- 
ing to master of 
social work 
programs and 
was accepted at Washington 
University. She was offered an 
internship in the International 
Office, working on programs for 
international students and study 
abroad students. 
Needing to complete her 
practicum experience, Steiner- 
Lang left WUSTL in 1981 for a 
job at a county hospital in 
Torrance, Calif., where she was 
employed as a medical social 
worker. 
But after attending a confer- 
ence of the Association of Inter- 
national Educators, her passion 
for international students re- 
emerged. Through a recruiter at 
the conference, Steiner-Lang was 
able to land a job in the inter- 
national office of the University 
of Southwestern Louisiana, now 
the University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette. 
"I worked there for four years 
and really enjoyed it," she says. 
"Culturally, it was fascinating, 
and I learned a lot." 
Growing tired of the intensely 
hot and humid summers, Steiner- 
Lang left in March 1986 for the 
relative cool of St. Louis and 
another job in the International 
Office as student adviser. A few 
months later, she was asked to be 
director. She has been ever since. 
Organizer and adviser 
Steiner-Lang says the biggest part 
of her job is the hiring and super- 
vision of staff. The Office of Inter- 
national Students and Scholars, 
located in Stix International 
House, employs nearly 15 staff 
members. There is also a satellite 
office at the School of Medicine. 
The international office acts as 
liaison with U.S. government 
agencies concerning visa and 
immigration matters for all inter- 
national students and scholars at 
the University. The office advises 
departments on the various visa 
application procedures necessary 
to bring an international scholar 
to the University. 
After students arrive in the 
United States, the office assists 
them and accompanying family 
members with settling in, em- 
ployment permission, validating 
their arrival with immigration, 
maintaining their visa status and 
many other items. 
The office also organizes the 
Speak English With Us, Host 
Family and Be Our Guest pro- 
grams, meant to help acclimate 
international students and scholars 
to life and culture in the United 
States. 
In addition to those duties, 
Steiner-Lang serves as an academic 
adviser in Arts & Sciences, which 
has helped her job performance. 
"I feel like advising allows me to 
stay in better touch with students 
and to see them in a different way," 
Steiner-Lang says. "A lot of what I 
discuss in international student 
orientation each year has been 
molded by what I hear from my 
advisees, some of whom are 
American students." 
Steiner-Lang says her job has 
changed dramatically over the 
years. 
"When I started here in 1986, 
we had a dummy terminal in a 
back office that we could use to 
look up students," she says. "There 
were no easily accessible databases 
or other technology." 
Now all international students 
are tracked through a government 
program called the Student and 
Exchange Visitor Information 
System (SEVIS), managed by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. 
Though governmental tracking 
of international students began 
after the Iran hostage crisis in 
1979-1981, efforts resumed in 
earnest in the 1990s following the 
1993 car-bombing incident at the 
World Trade Center in New York 
City. 
An effective system for govern- 
mental tracking of students was 
quickly pushed through following 
Sept. 11,2001, and SEVIS was 
born. 
Steiner-Lang and her staff 
spend much of their time making 
sure student information is correct 
and updated as well as keeping up 
with ever-changing rules and 
regulations. 
A majority of international 
students and scholars at the 
University are from Asian coun- 
tries. Most come from China, 
India and Taiwan, respectively. 
There also are many undergraduate 
students from Korea. All told, 
there are more than 125 countries 
represented on the Danforth and 
Medical campuses. 
"That's nearly double the num- 
ber from when I started here," 
Steiner-Lang says. "I think it's a 
great reflection of the University's 
efforts to position itself as a global 
leader. Students and scholars from 
around the world are taking notice. 
It provides us with such a diverse 
and strong community." 
Though it's a bit too early to tell 
how the current worldwide eco- 
nomic crisis will affect inter- 
national enrollment, Steiner- 
Lang says her office has started 
fielding more requests for finan- 
cial aid. 
"We'll know more in the fall, 
but I'm not sure exactly how our 
numbers will be affected," she 
says. "In other parts of the world, 
parents save for their children's 
college education in a way that 
we do not here. They start put- 
ting money aside the moment 
the child is born. They want to 
send their children to a top- 
notch school, oftentimes in 
America." 
'So rewarding' 
Steiner-Lang says she loves work- 
ing at WUSTL. 
"Every day, I get to deal with 
so many different kinds of peo- 
ple," she says. "In addition to the 
international students and schol- 
ars, there are lots of great people 
who work here. And our students 
are amazing. It's so rewarding to 
watch them grow from freshman 
year to graduation. I really enjoy 
hearing about all the great things 
WUSTL students accomplish 
after they leave here." 
Steiner-Lang and her family 
— husband, Douglas Lang, and 
14-year-old daughter, Nina Lang 
— like living near the University 
and taking advantage of pro- 
grams, lectures and perform- 
ances at Edison Theatre. 
An avid reader, Steiner-Lang 
enjoys novels. She has been 
practicing yoga for more than 20 
years and also likes walking and 
swimming. 
And while she is not fluent in 
any foreign languages, her com- 
mitment to her job and to the 
students and scholars she serves 
needs no translation. 
"Kathy has an incredible 
ability to stay calm and provide 
steady leadership during times of 
crisis," Coburn says. "She is 
soft-spoken and clear, caring and 
direct. She is easily approachable, 
and students, faculty and staff 
turn to her for information, 
guidance and support. I feel 
privileged to have had the oppor- 
tunity to work closely with her 
for so many years." 
Kathy Steiner-Lang 
Title: Assistant vice chancellor and 
director of the Office for International 
Students and Scholars 
Family: Husband, Douglas Lang, 
and daughter, Nina Lang, 14 
Hobbies: Reading, walking and yoga 
